CHRIST'S COMPASSION ON MULTITUDES 
Matthew 9:35-38
Robert Murray M'Cheyne
(1813-1843)



"And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people. But when he saw the multitudes he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest." (Matthew 9:35-38).

I. 'When Jesus saw, he was moved with compassion.' 

From Matthew 4:23, we learn that, when Jesus first entered on the ministry, Galilee was the scene of his labours: 'He went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people.' And we learn also (verse 25) that great multitudes followed him. Chapters 5, 6 and 7, contain a specimen of what he taught and preached; chapters 8 and 9, of the manner in which he healed; and now, at verse 35, we are told that he had gone over all the cities and villages of Galilee – he had finished his survey; and 'when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion.' Galilee was at that time a thickly populated country – its towns and villages swarmed with inhabitants; so that it got the name of 'Galilee of the nations' or populous Galilee. What I wish you to observe then, is, that it was an actual survey of the crowded cities – of the over-peopled villages – of the crowds that followed him – it was an actual sight and survey of these things that moved the Saviour's compassion. His eye affected his heart: 'When he saw, he was moved with compassion.' 

This shows that Christ was truly man. 

The whole Bible shows that Christ was truly God: 'he was with God, and was God;' he was 'God over all, blessed for ever'. But this event shows that he was as truly man. 

It is the part of a man to be overcome by what he sees. When you sit by the fire on a winter evening, hearing the pelting of the pithess storm, the rain and the sleet driving against the window, if you think of some houseless, homeless wanderer, your heart is a little moved, you heave a passing sigh and utter a passing expression of sympathy. But if the wanderer comes to your door – if you open the door, and see him all wet and shivering, the sight affects the heart, your heart flows out in a thousandfold greater compassion, and you invite him to sit before the fire. When the full bloom of health is upon your cheek, if you hear of some sick person, you are a little affected; but if you go and see, if you lift up the latch of the door, and enter in with quiet step, and see the pale face, the languid eye, the heaving breast; then does the eye affect the heart, and your compassion flows like a mighty river. This is humanity – this is the way with man. 

This was the way with Christ: when he saw, he was moved with compassion. Once they brought him to the grave of a dearly loved friend. They said: 'Come and see'; and it is written, 'Jesus wept'. Another time he was riding on an ass' colt across Mount Olivet, the hill that overhangs Jerusalem: and when he came to the turn of the road, where the city bursts upon the view – 'when he came near, and beheld the city, he wept over it'. And just so here. He had gone round the cities and villages of Galilee; he had looked upon the poor, scattered multitudes, hastening on to an undone eternity: 'And when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion.' 

Let me speak to believers. Jesus is your elder brother. He says to you as Joseph said to his brethren: 'I am Joseph, your brother.' In all your afflictions he is afflicted. For he is not an high priest which cannot be touched with a feeling of our infirmities; but he was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Some of you have little children pained, and tossing in fever. Jesus pities them; for he was once a little child. Little children, if you would take Jesus for a Saviour, then you might carry all your griefs to him; for Jesus knows what it is to be a little child. Grown believers, you know the pains of weariness, and hunger, and thirst, and nakedness. Tell these things to Jesus, for he knew them too. You knowthe pailis of inward heaviness: of a drooping heart, exceeding sorrowful, even unto death; of the hidden face of God. Jesus knew them too. Go to Jesus then, and he will heal them all. 

This shows that Christian should go and see. 

Many Christians are content to be Christians for themselves – to hug the gospel to themselves, to sit in their own room, and feast upon it alone. This did not Christ. It is true he loved much to be alone. He once said to his disciples: 'Come into a desert place, and rest a while.' He often spent the whole night in prayer on the lone mountain-side; but it is as true that he went about continually. He went and saw, and then he had compassion. He did not hide himself from his own flesh. 

You should be Christ-like. Your word should be: 'Go and see.' You should go and see the poor; and then you will feel for them. Remember what Jesus said to all his people: 'I was sick, and in prison, and ye visited me.' Be not deceived, my dear friends; it is easy to give a cold pittance of charity at the church door, and to think that that is the religion of Jesus. But, 'Pure religion and undefiled, before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep yourself unspotted from the world.' 

2. What it was that Jesus saw. 

He saw the multitudes. 

He had gone through the crowded cities and villages of populous Galilee; and O how many faces he had looked upon! This made him sad. There is something very saddening to a Christian too look upon a multitude. To stand in the crowded streets of a large metropolis, and to see the current of human beings flowing onward to eternity, brings an awful sadness over the spirit. Even to stand in the house of God, and look upon the dense mass of assembled worshippers, fills the bosom of every true Christian with a pitiful sadness. 

Why is this'? Because the most are perishing souls. Ah! it was this that filled the bosom of the Redeemer with compassion. Of all the bustling crowds that hurry through the streets of your town, of all the teeming multitudes that issue forth from your crowded factories – ah! how few will stand on the right hand of Jesus. Nay, to come nearer still, of the hundreds now before me in this house of God – souls committed to my care and keeping – willing and anxious as you are to hear, yet how few beheve our report! How few will be to me a crown of joy and of rejoicing in the day of the Lord Jesus! 

Just think how dreadful, my friends, if there be one soul here that is to perish – one body and soul with us, in health and strength today, that is to be with devils in a short while, feeling the worm, and the flames, and the gnashing of teeth. If there were but one in the whole town, I do think it would be enough to sadden the soul. But, ah! does not the Bible say: 'Many are called, but few are chosen?' Ah! then, you will know why Jesus was moved with compassion; and surely you will never look upon a crowd but the same feeling will rise in your breast. 

He saw the multitudes fainting. 

Perhaps for hunger – poor, weak, frail men! There is something most moving in the sight of weak men, when they are in an unconverted condition. What would a spider be, if it were thrown into one of your great blast-furnaces? It would be as it were nothing – so weak, so miserable, so unable to resist the scorching flame. Just such was the sight Jesus saw – poor frail men fainting for lack of food, and yet perishing for lack of knowledge; and he thought, Alas! if they be unable to bear a little bodily want, how will they bear my Father's anger, when I shall tread them in mine anger, and trample them in my fury'? Oh! no wonder Jesus was sad. Think of this, you who are very feeble and frail – unable to bear hunger or a little sickness. Think what a poor thing you are in a fever, when you need some one to turn you in your bed; how will you bear to die Christiess, and to fall into the hands of the living God? If you cannot contend with God now, how do you think you will contend with him after you die'? 

He saw them scattered abroad. 

When the sheep have been driven away from the fold, they do not all go in a flock; but they are scattered over the mountains – they run every one to his own way. This is what Jesus saw in the multitudes – they were all scattered, turning every one to his own way. In the cities and villages he saw men going every one after different things. One set of men were going after money, making it their chief good; toiling night and day over their work yet not enjoying the money they made. Another set went after pleasure – the dance, the song, the pipe, and the tabour. Another set went after the joys of the deep carousal – their bellies were their god, and they gloried in their shame. Like the leech, they said: 'Give, give.' Another set went after still darker and more abominable things, of which it is a shame even so much as to speak. Jesus saw all – the hearts of all – and had compassion; because they were all thus scattered – none seeking after God. Observe, Jesus was not angry – Jesus did not threaten. Jesus was moved with compassion. 

Let me speak to the unconverted. You are thus scattered, every one to his own way. Each of you have got your favourite walk in life – your favourite footpath. You all go different ways; and yet all away from God. I do not know what it is that your heart loves most; but this I know, that you love to go away from Christ and from God. Christ's eye is upon you all – your histories, your hearts. He knows every step you have taken, every sin you have committed, every lust that reigns in your heart. His eye is now on this assembly. ! will ask you a question. What does Jesus feel when he looks upon you? Some will say, Anger, some will say, Revenge. What does the Bible say? Compassion. Christ pities you. He does not wish you to perish. Oh, the tender pity of Jesus! He would often have gathered you, as a hen gathers its chickens; but you would not. 

As sheep having no shepherd. 

This was the saddest thing of all. If the sheep be driven away from the fold, fainting and scattered upon the mountains, and if there be a number of shepherds to seek the lost, and bring them back to the fold, the sight is by no means so painful; but when they are sheep that have no shepherd, then the case is desperate. So it was with the people of Galilee in Christ's day. If they had had pastors after God's own heart, then their case would not have been so bad; but they were like sheep that had no shepherd. This made Jesus sad. 

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and for ever. Just as he went through the towns and villages of Galilee, beholding the multitudes, so does he now go through the towns and villages of our beloved land; and, oh! if his heart was moved with compassion over the thousands of Galilee, surely it must be breaking with intensest pity over the tens of thousands of Scotland. 

There may be some of you who can look coldly and carelessly on the fifty thousand of Edinburgh that never cross the threshold of the house of God. There may be some of you who can hear unmoved of the eighty thousand of Glasgow who know neither the melody of psalms nor the voice of prayer. There may be some of you who can look upon the haggard and vice-stricken countenances of the mill-population of your own town, thousands of whom show, by their dress, and air, and open profligacy, that they are utter strangers to the message of a preached Saviour. Some of you may look on them, and never shed onetear of pity, never feel one prayer rising to your lips. But there is one above these heavens, whose heart beats in his bosom at the sight of them; and if there could be tears in heaven, that tender Saviour would weep; for he sees the multitudes fainting and scattered, and, oh! worst of all – as sheep that have no shepherd. 

Some of you have no compassion on the multitudes. Some of you think we have enough of ministers. See here, how unlike you are to Christ. You have not the Spirit of Christ in you – you are none of his. Some of you know the Lord Jesus, and tremble at his Word. Learn this day to be like-minded to Jesus: 'Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus.' Christ had compassion on the multitudes; and, oh! will you have none'? Christ gave himself for them; what will you give? Surely the stones of this house will rise against you in judgment, and condemn you, if you be not like Christ in this: 'Freely ye have received, freely give.' 

3. The remedy. 

More labourers. 

'The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few.' Christ looked upon the towns of Galilee as upon a mighty harvest – field after field ready for the sickle. He and his apostles seemed like a small band of reapers. But what are they to such a harvest? The ripe corn will be shaken, and shed its fruit upon the ground, before it can be cut down and gathered in. The word of Christ, then, is: 'Pray ye, therefore, the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.' 

There is a striking resemblance between this day and Christ's day. (1) Our cities and villages are crowded like those of Galilee, and the little band of faithful ministem are indeed nothing to such a harvest. (2) The people are willing to hear. Wherever men of God have been sent, they have gathered around them multitudes, eager to hear the words of etemal life. The harvest is ripe – ready to be gathered in. Oh! then, do not say it is a scheme of man's devising – do not say we are seeking to enrich ministem – do not say we are seeking our own things. We are doing what Christ bids us do: 'Pray ye the Lord of the harvest.' 

Labourers sent of God. 

(1) This shows we should seek ordained ministers: – men sent out or thrust out by God. Some well-meaning people are satisfied if we can get private Christians, or unordained men, to do the work of the ministry. This is a deep snare into which Satan leads good men. Does not the whole Bible bear witness that no man taketh this honour to himself, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron? And even Christ glorified not himself to be made an high priest. Woe be to them that run unsent! It was a good wish in Uzzah to hold up the ark; yet Uzzah died for it. 

(2) It shows we should seek converted ministers. If men may not run without an outward call, far less without an inward call. There were crowds of ministers in Christ's day. At every comer of the street you might have met them. But they were blind leaders of the blind. So we may have plenty ofm inistem raised amongst us, and yet be as sheep that have no shepherd. 

Ah! you that know Christ, and love him – ye Jacobs who wrestle with God till morning light, wrestle ye with God for this. Give him no rest until he grant it. I have a sweet persuasion in my own breast, that if we go on in faith and prayer, building up God's altars that are desolate, God will hear the cry of his people – and give them teachers according to his own heart, and that we shall yet see days such as have never before shone upon the Church of Scotland – when our teachers shall not be removed into comers any more, when the great Shepherd shall himself bless the bread, and give it to the under shepherds, and they shall give to the multitudes; and all shall eat, and be filled. 

St. Peter's, 
November 12, 1837

HOW TO TREAT YOUR DEAREST TREASURES 
I Corinthians 7:29-31
Robert Murray M'Cheyne 
(1813-1843)



Husbands should love their wives as Christ loved the Church. Still, a married believer should be, in some respects, as if he were unmarried. "Honor thy father and thy mother." You cannot be too kind or too gentle to the parents whom God hath given you, yet be as though you had none. Parents, love your children, yet feel that the time is short. They are only a loan from the Lord. Be not surprised if He takes His own. Esteem your minister highly in love for his work's sake, yet be as if you had no pastor. Build your nest upon NO TREE in this world, for God has already given this forest to death; and every tree whereon we would rest our hope and confidence is ready to be cut down. We must flee from the uneasy and frail objects in order to build on the rock, Christ Jesus. Set NOT your hearts on the flowers of this world. They shall fade and die. Prize the Rose of Sharon and the Lily of the Valley – He changes not! Live nearer to Christ than to any person on this earth; so that when they are taken, you may have Him to love and lean upon.

"HE BEING DEAD YET SPEAKETH" 
Robert Murray M'Cheyne
(1813-1843)



We can learn a lot from a man's letters. Robert Murray M'Cheyne was a Preacher of the gospel who lived from May 1813 to March of 1843. Many of his letters were recorded and still prove to be a blessing today. "He being dead yet speaketh." The following letter was written to a sick friend.

Dear .......,

I may not see you for a little while, as I am not strong myself; and therefore I send you a line in answer to your letter. I like to hear from you, especially when God is revealing Himself to your soul. All His doings are wonderful. It is, indeed, amazing how He makes use of affliction to make us feel His love more. Your house is, I trust, in some measure like that house in Bethany of which it is said, "Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister Mary, and Lazarus." One had more faith, and another more love, still Jesus loved them all. Martha was more inclined to be worldly than Mary, yet Jesus loved them both. It is a happy house when Jesus loves all that dwell in it. Surely it is next door to heaven. 

The message of Martha and Mary to Christ (John 11:3) teaches you to carry all your temporal as well as your spiritual troubles to His feet. Leave them there. Is it not a wonderful grace in God to have given you peace in Christ before laying you down on your long sickbed? Do you feel Romans 5:3 to be true to your experience? You cannot love trouble for its own sake; bitter must always be bitter, and pain must always be pain. God knows you cannot love trouble. Yet for the blessings it brings, He can make you pray for it. Does trouble work patience in you? Does it lead you to cling closer to the Lord Jesus – to hide deeper in the Rock? Does it make you "be still and know that He is God?' Does it make you lie passive in His hand, and know no will but His? Thus does patience work experience – an experimental acquaintance with Jesus. Does it bring you a fuller taste of His sweetness, so that you know Whom you have believed? Ah, then you have got the improvemnet of trouble, if it has led you thus. Pray for me that I may get the good of all God's dealings with me. Lean all on Jesus.

WORDS OLD AND NEW
QUOTATIONS 
Robert Murray M'Cheyne
(1813-1843)



1. It is all the gift of the sun, that the grass is of that refreshing green, and all the rivers are lines of waving blue. It is all the gift of the sun, that the flowers are tinged with their thousand glories; that the petal of the rose has its delicate blush, and the lily, that neither toils nor spins, has a brightness greater than Solomon's. Now, this is the way you may be justified. You are dark and vile in yourselves, but Christ's glory shall be seen in you. 

2. Amazing love, that calls you to a feast (Prov. ix.i-6), and not to hell! 

3. When you lift up your eyes in hell, or when Jesus comes, you will cry, I Lord, Lord; but all diligence will then be too late. When the boat has left the shore, it is vain for you to run. 

4. The way of salvation, by Jehovah our Righteousness, was sweet to Paul. His soul rested here with great delight. He came thus to God in secret, thus in public, thus in dying. 

5. For every sin of yours, here is a stripe in Jesus. For the sins of infancy, here are the sufferings of His infancy; for the sins of youth, here are the sufferings of His youth; for the sins of manhood, here are the sufferings of His manhood. 

6. His obedience is divine obedience. For your unholy life, here is His divinely holy life to cover you. Here are His holy thoughts to cover your unholy thoughts; here are His holy words to cover your unholy words; here are His holy actions to cover your unholy actions. There is something infinitely vast and glorious in the righteousness of God. 

7. If Christ was sufficient for one sinner, then He must be sufficient for all. The great difficulty with God was, not how to admit many sinners into His favour, but how to admit one sinner. If that difficulty has been got over, then the whole has been got over. 

8. I know that, if any of you have tasted the sweetness of Christ, you would be content to abide in Him for an eternity. 

9. God's anger is like a river dammed up. It is getting higher and higher, fuller and deeper, every day. 

10. Little children, if you would take Jesus for a Saviour, then you might carry all your griefs to Him; for Jesus knows what it is to be a little child. 

11. God has an infinite sense of justice. His eyes behold the things that are equal. Now, when He sees the blood of His Son sprinkled on any soul, He sees that justice has had its full satisfaction in that soul; that man's sins have been more fully punished than if he had borne them himself eternally. 

12. If the word concerning Christ does not break your heart, it will make it as the nether millstone. 

13. You will be incomplete Christians, if you do not look for the coming again of the Lord Jesus. 

14. Soon we shall see Him as He is; then our trials shall be done. We shall reign with Him, and be entirely like Him. The angels will know us, by our very faces, to be brothers and sisters of Jesus. 

15. Without him we may give you a knowledge of the dreadfulness of your condition, but he only can give you a just sense and feeling of the dreadfulness of your condition. The most powerful sermon in the world can make nothing more than a natural impression; but when God works through it, the feeblest word makes a supernatural impression.

CHRIST THE ONLY REFUGE 
Isaiah 26:20
Robert Murray M'Cheyne
(1813-1843)



"Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee: hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast." (Isaiah 26:20).

This passage is a word in season to God's people in every time of impending calamity. The form of expression is evidently taken from that dreadful night when God passed through the land of Egypt to smite all the firstborn of egypt, from the firstborn of pharaoh that sat upon the throne to the firstborn of the captive that sat in the dungeon. "And Pharaoh arose in the night, he, and all his servants, and all the Egyptians; and there was a great cry in Egypt, for there was not a house where there was not one dead." But God had commanded his own Israel to kill the paschal lamb, the type of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, and to take the bunch of hyssop, and dip it in the blood, and strike the lintel and the two side posts with the blood: "And none of you (said he) shall go out at the door of his house until the morning." As if he had said: "Come, my people, enter into thy chambers, and shut thy bloodsprinkled doors about thee; hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast." 

It may be difficult to determine what time of indignation the prophet here refers to. The prophecy was given in the beginning of Hezekiah's reign, when many a destruction was yet to come upon the land of Israel. The invasion by Sennacherib the Assyrian was just at hand, and may be primarily referred to. The invasion by Nebuchadnezzar, and seventy years' captivity was also coming; and this also may be referred to. And the invasion by the Romans, in which Jerusalem was destroyed, and the Jews finally dispersed over the world, may also be referred to. And in all these coming indignations, God's word to his people was, to hide in their chambers; in the refuge which he had appointed them, till the indignation should be overpast. 

But most of all does this prophecy refer to the great storm of indignation which God is yet going to bring upon the world, before the end come; when the Lord Jesus shall come a second time, without sin unto salvation; when he shall come again, no more a poor man, clothed in a seamless garment, but glorious in his apparel, travelling in the greatness of his strength; "when he shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know not God, and obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, when he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and admired in all them that believe." In that day of awful tribulation, in which, except it were shortened, no flesh should be saved, God will gather his own as it were into chambers, and keep them hid till the storm passes over. 

As in the flood, he brought his little flock into the ark, and it is written: "God shut them in", he shut the doors about them, till the deluge of his wrath was past, as in the destruction of Jericho, the family of Rahab were gathered all within doors, and saved from the wrath that came on all besides; as in the destruction of the firstborn in Egypt, God kept his own Israel safely hid in their dwellings; so, in the last storm that shall fall on this poor perishing world, God will gather his elect safe under the hollow of his hand, saying: "Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee, hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast." 

The doctrine to be learned from this passage is a very plain one, namely, that in every time of calamity God bids us and our families find refuge in Christ. There is no safety anywhere else. 

Christ is a complete in every storm. In other parts of the Bible Christ is compared to "a hiding-place from the wind, a covert from the storm, and the shadow of a great rock in a weary land;" he is compared to "a fortress, or high tower, into which we may flee and be safe", he is compared to "an apple tree amid the trees of the wood, under whose shadow we may sit down, and his fruit be sweet to our taste". But the comparison here is quite different; he is here compared to our own chamber, with the door shut: "Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee." 

Now Christ is like our own chamber with the door shut in many respects:

Because their is safety in him. There is no place in all the world to which we look oftener in an hour of danger, as a refuge and place of safety, than our own home, the inner chamber, with the door made fast. Brethren, just such is Christ. There is safety in him: "There is no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus." 

Because there is quietness and rest in him. In the world we look for the bustle and harassment of business; but when we enter into our chamber, and shut the door behind us, we shut out the bustling, noisy world, all is tranquillity and peace. Brethren, just such is Christ. In him the "weary are at rest". We are "without carefulness", we have "quietness and assurance for ever". 

Because our home is a ready-made retreat, near and easy access. When we seek our home, we have not to soar with the eagle to the top of the rugged rocks; nor like the dove that makes its nest in the hole's mouth, neither have we to dig into the earth, that we may hide our head there. Our home is near unto us. Brethren, just such is Christ. He is a ready Saviour, at hand, and not afar off. We have not to ascend, to bring Christ down from above, neither have we to descend into the deep, to bring Christ again from the dead. But the word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth and in thy heart. Oh, he is a near Saviour, he is not far from any one of us. 

Now, this is the refuge which God bids his people flee into in every storm: "Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee, hide thee as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast." And, oh, it is an all-sufficient refuge in every storm!


1. CHRIST IS A COMPLETE REFUGE IN A STORM OF CONSCIENCE. 

The great mass of unconverted men are living quite securely in their sins, going about from day to day without the least anxiety, though they are abiding under wrath. The reason is, that the vials of wrath are held over their heads, but not yet poured out; the flames of hell are burning up to their very feet, but they are not yet suffered to touch them. God is long-suffering, not willing that any should perish. 

But when God awakens a soul to know his true condition, then there arises a storm of conscience within. O brethren, there is no more security to that soul! He does not feel the loathsomeness of sin as a child of God does; but he feels the terribleness of wrath. The Spirit has convinced him of sin. Every sin of his past life rises up behind him, and seems to cry for instant vengeance. All the sins of his hands, his taking things that were not his own, his handling unlawful things, and writing abominable and foolish things. The sins of his feet, swift to shed blood, swift to carry him to the haunts of sin. The sins of his eyes, full of adultery, and that could not cease from sin. The sins of his tongue, loving and making a lie, putting forth words of clamour and evil-speaking, backbiting and bitterness, speaking shameful words in the dark, things of which it is a shame so much as to speak. The sins of his heart, that it should always have been like a fountain, pouring out abominable desires and loathsome affections toward the creature, whilst the Creator was unloved, though the loveliest of all. 

Oh, brethren, when a man really feels that the wrath of God is lying on him for a whole lifetime of sin, who can bear that storm? And, worst of all, when the Spirit convinces of sin, "because he believes not in Jesus?" When the sinner feels that Jesus hath been stretching out his hands all the day, and he hath not regarded; that the gentle Saviour has called, and he has refused, that he has trodden the offers of mercy under his feet, and done despite to the Spirit of grace, oh then does the storm of conscience rise into a whirlwind! The fears of wrath lie hard upon that soul, they are like waves and billows going over him. His wife and children cannot cheer him now. His sinful comrades cannot laugh him from his fears now. 

O brethren, if ever you have seen the sad, dejected countenance of a sinner convinced by God, you will not soon forget it! He is not sure but his next step may be into hell. When he falls asleep, he does not know but he may wake up in hell. 

Oh, if there be one soul here thus awakened, afflicted, tempest tossed, and not comforted, hear this word: "Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee; hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast." True, this is a word chiefly to God's people who have already hidden in Christ; but Christ is as free to you as to them. In him there is perfect safety. In him is quietness and rest. He is a near saviour. His arms areas open to receive you as is your own home. Come, poor sinners, enter into this chamber. Every one that is now in Christ was once as much tempest-tossed as you are. When a man is overtaken by nightfall on a bleak moor, when the frosty wind blows bitterly upon him and the wreathing snow retards his every footstep, where is it that he longs to be? What spot in all the world comes oftenest across his wishful fancy? It is his home, his inner chamber, with the door made fast. Oh, if he were only there, he would be safe! Oh, poor soul, just such are you, and just such a home is Christ, not afar off, but near! Believe on the Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be saved. Hide in him, for he is a hiding-place from the wind. 

2. CHRIST IS A COMPLETE REFUGE IN A STORM OF PROVIDENCE. 

When providences are all favourable, it is amazing to see how careless unconverted men grow of God and the things of eternity. When the glow of health has been long upon their cheek, they begin to live as if they were to live for ever, as if there were no death and no hell. When their business goes on prosperously from week to week, they begin to feel like lords of the universe, as if this world were their own, as if their houses, and lands, and money, were all their own, and they could never part company. And, oh, it is still more amazing to see how careless even the children of God will grow in such times of long-continued prosperity! How death and eternity, and to be with Christ, and to be like Christ, become less desirable things than once they were; how like they become to the world, in supposing that gain is godliness; how the poor, pitiful possessions of this world seem for a time to come between and intercept the view of the inheritance that is incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away; how the glare and glitter of this present evil world dazzle their eyes, and dim their sight for beholding the King in his beauty, and the land that is very far off. 

Now, it is deeply interesting and deeply instructive to mark the panic which comes upon the face of society, when God makes a sudden change of providences, when all of a sudden the sky is overcast, the distant thunder begins to roll, and the storm of providence comes on. When those sudden crashes take place in the commercial world, when, like the avalanche of the snowy mountains, that comes down upon some hapless village, smothering whole families in the midst of their unthinking gaiety, when those overwhelming catastrophes come down, involving whole families in ruin and penury, oh it is strange to see how the world stand amazed, their wisdom is all dashed and confounded! 

Or, when God sends a time of widespread sickness and death, when he seems to poison the very atmosphere, when we are visited by the pestilence that walketh in darkness, and the destruction that wasteth at noon-day, when a thousand fall at ourside, and ten thousand at our right hand, oh it is strange to see what a panic comes upon men, and paleness upon all faces! It is like when a set of fishing boats have set out upon an excursion when the wind was fair, and the sun shone happily, and the blue waves curled gently on every side, and all is joy and carelessness in every boat; when suddenly the sky is overcast, the whistling wind rises, a dreadful squall is at hand, and death stares every man in the face. Ah, then what panic seizes upon every boat's crew! What reefing of the sails! What grasping at the helm! How one seeks to run into the shore, another into the deep! 

Such is the panic that comes over unconverted men in a time of widespread calamity. And oh, how religious they now become! How they look grave and forsake their jests and loose talking, and think that is religion? They are just like Israel of old: "When he slew them, then they sought him, and they returned and inquired early after God. And they remembered that God was their rock, and the high God their redeemer. Nevertheless they did flatter him with their mouth, and they lied unto him with their tongues. For their heart was not right with him, neither were they steadfast in his covenant." 

Now, brethren, in such a storm of providence, Christ is a complete refuge; and though the children of God in such times, even they, seem to be in doubt and jeopardy, they know not what to think, they know not where to flee. Yet they may hear the Word of God above the storm: "Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee; hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast." Just as our own chamber, with the doors shut about us, is the place where we have quietness and rest; and the storm may rage without, but we shall not feel it; and the world may be crying aloud, yet we shall not hear it; so the Lord Jesus is a perfect refuge to the believer from all the storms of providence. 

Men are apt to think that the only good of hiding in Christ is to save our souls, that when an awakened sinner hides in the Lord Jesus, he finds pardon of all sin and peace with God, but nothing more. But the whole Bible shows that there is much more in Christ; that when we hide in him, we are saved from all our distresses; from our troubles about health, about money, about the world. In the 34th Psalm, it is mentioned four times over, that when we come to Christ we are saved, not out of one trouble, but out of all our troubles: "I sought the Lord; he heard, and delivered me from all my fears"(vs 4). "This poor man cried, and the LORD heard, and saved him out of all his troubles" (vs 6). "The righteous cry, and the LORD heareth, and delivereth them out of all their troubles" (vs 17). "Many are the afflictions of the righteous, yet the LORD delivereth them out of them all" (vs 19). And the reason is plain, when we hide in Jesus, the God of providence becomes our God and Father, and we know he will take all things work together for our good. The Lord is our shepherd, we shall not want. Whatever temporal good may be taken away, we know that our eternal good is secure: "I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day" (2 Timothy 1: 12). 

Oh, my believing friends, why should you be discouraged in this time of widespread sickness and calamity? Why should you be cast down, as if God were covering you with a cloud in his anger? These clouds may be a few drops of God's coming wrath upon the world; they may be like the first of the thunder-shower; but to you they speak in the language of love. God wishes you deeper hid in Christ, he wishes you more separate from the world: "Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee." 

We never would know so well the blessing of a home, if there were no winter snows and winter winds to make us crowd round the happy hearth. Just so, believer, you would not know the blessing of such a chamber as Christ is, if there were no sicknesses and dark impending providences to make you live more in him. Come then, believer, let every drop of wrath that falls around you speak with new power to your soul, and give new life to that faith by which you cleave to Jesus. Let every sigh you hear, be as it were a voice from God, saying: "Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers." 

And you, poor Christless souls, all, where shall you run – poor sheep that have no shepherd – defenceless and lost in this world's wilderness? You have no home. Enter into your securest room, and shut your doorstill vengeance can reach you there. God is against you, his wrath is abiding on you. Oh, the day of the Lord is darkness, and not light to you! Wherever you go, you are a lost soul: 'As if a man did flee from a lion, and a bear met him; or went into the house, and leaned his hand on the wall, and a serpent bit him.' Oh, brethren, ye are men, ye have reason, will ye not flee from the wrath to come? Will these wasting sicknesses not convince you that God is stronger than you – that you will be nothing in the hands of an angry God? Even to you, then, Christ, the door of salvation, is still open, wide open. Come, poor sinner, enter into this chamber, and shut thy doors about thee. 'Hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast.' 

There are just two remarks I would make in conclusion:

(1) That this passage bids us hide in Christ, not singly, but in families. In that deliverance which God wrought for Israel in Egypt he taught this very remarkably; for he did not gather Israel into some great tower where they might be safe, but bade each family remain within their own house, only sprinkling the doors with blood; and so in saving Noah – God saved not single souls, but a whole family; and so in saving Lot – God saved Lot and all that were his; and so in saving Rahab – she and all her household were gathered in and saved. My friends, God is still the God of families, and still does he wish whole families of you to be saved; and he says as much in the words before me: 'Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers.' Alas, my friends, we live in days when family religion is fallen to the ground. Men are too proud now to be like Abraham, and to command their children and their servants after them. Men nowadays take up the words of Cain, and say: 'Am I my brother's keeper?' Ah, where are our Andrews now? 'Andrew first findeth his own brother, Peter, and saith unto him, We have found the Christ; and he brought him to Jesus.' 

What! Is there one of you who thinks himself a child of God, who is yet ashamed to kneel down in the midst of his family, and pray? Alas, my friend, you may dream that you are a child of Abraham, but remember you do not the works of Abraham. All, brethren, whole families must be saved; for whole families are in danger of hell. 

Oh, then, you that know the Lord, do not your bowels yeam over your perishing kindred? Can you not fall on some contrivance, think you, to win them to Christ? Will you not strengthen our hands, at least, by your words and prayers, and by opening the way for the minister of Christ into the bosom of your unconverted families? Ah, in this time of trouble, will you not lay hands on them, as the angels did on Lot? Hark! The Lord invites you: 'Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee; hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast.' 

(2) I observe that the dangers to which the believer is exposed are but for a time. God says: 'Hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast.' It was so in that night, when God smote the firstborn in Egypt. It was but a night that they were to hide in their houses: 'None of you shall go out of his house until the morning.' It was so in the destruction of Jericho – Rahab and her kindred hid themselves seven days till the danger was overpast. And just so the troubles of believers now are for a very short time: 'These light afflictions are but for a moment.' And also the indignation which is coming on the world will be but for a little moment – it will soon be overpast. 

(a) Temporal troubles are but for a moment; these sad sicknesses and wasting calamities will not last for ever. A short while, and this body will be past the power of pain to grieve it. I know that if any of you have tasted the sweetness of being in Christ, you could be content to hide in him for an eternity. Welcome an eternity of outward troubles, if I have such a hiding-place. But you are not asked to do this: 'Hide thyself as it were for a little moment.' Live but a few years more in faith, and thou shalt live the rest in glory: 'If we suffer with him, we shall also reign with him.' 

(b) The indignation of the latter day will be but for a moment. Days of wrath are coming such as the world has never known before. My friends, it is vain to conceal it. And if these days were not shortened, no flesh could be saved; but for the elect's sake they shall be shortened they shall be made as a little moment. Whether these days of trouble shall be in our day I do not know; for we know neither the day nor the hour when the Son of Man cometh. But this I do know, that there is no safety, no, not for another night, for any soul that is not hiding in the Saviour. I repeat it, my friends, if you lie down in your bed this night out of Christ, the Son of Man may be come before the morning, and you be cut in sunder, and have your portion with the hypocrites where is weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

But, O believer, hidden in the cleft Rock, abide in him. As the sky darkens around you, hide deeper in him. It is only for a short time – one dark, dark cloud, and eternal sunshine beyond; one wild wave of vengeance, and an unbounded ocean of glory. 

Little children, abide in him, that when he shall appear ye may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming: 'Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee; hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast.' 

Dundee, January 15, 1837

EARNEST HEED TO THE MESSAGE 
Hebrews 2:1
Robert Murray M'Cheyne
(1813-1843)



"Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip." HEBREWS 2:1

COULD WE LOOK into the secret history of believers, what woeful declensions might be pointed out. How many, who began the conflict well, have fallen under the blows of apollyon. How many are there of whom God complains: "What iniquity have ye found in me that ye are gone far from me" Jeremiah 2:5). How many of whom Jesus complains, "I have this against thee, that thou hast left thy first love" (Revelation 2:4). The spring of all these sad declensions is to be found in "letting slip the things which we have heard".

1. Meditate on the times when Christians are in danger of letting the gospel slip.

(i) A time of worldly prosperity. An old divine says, "Quails often make a lean soul". "He gave them their request, but sent leanness into their souls." When a man is under conviction of sin, divine things often absorb every other anxiety. That text is ever before him, "What shall it profit a man to gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?". He becomes careless of his person, for he feels that he would be decking a body condemned to the burning. He becomes careless of his business, for the matter of his forgiveness is unsettled. He walks among the things of time, looking through them into the things of eternity. What a vain shadow is this world to an awakened soul. O! how that soul sickens at the vain companies of an unbelieving world; how he loathes their dances and wanton songs. But when that soul has found true rest in Christ, sometimes the world begins to smile again. He begins to launch out into business, or a more lucrative situation is offered to him. His attention is a little diverted from eternal things; he becomes more keen about the things of time. He begins to lose his fresh hold of Christ. He is letting slip the things which he heard. So it was with Lot. When he first came from Haran he left all for God. He followed Abraham, a simple shepherd lad with staff in hand. But when he got flocks, and herds, and tents, and when he saw the plain of Sodom well watered everywhere, he went and pitched his tent toward Sodom, Genesis 13. So it was with Demas. At one time he seemed to leave all for Christ. He became the companion of self-denying Paul. But soon his eye was caught with the glitter of gold. He lets slip the things which he heard. He bids farewell to the believer's joys and trials: "Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world" (2 Timothy 4: 10). O my soul, "love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him". 

(ii) A time of persecution. "For every ten bodies which persecution has killed, it has slain a thousand souls." We are told of the seed that sprung up so quickly in stony places, that "when the sun was up it withered away", and Jesus explains this of those who, "when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by they are offended" (Matthew 13:2 1). Some people are brought to Christ with little or no persecution. They attain "to joy and peace in believing", no man forbidding them. They begin to think that the offence of the cross has ceased, and that the solemn warnings of tribulation to the believer were intended for a bye-gone generation. Suddenly their sky is overcast. They begin to be hated, and buffeted, and opposed for their attachment to Christ. An awful prospect is before them. Either they must breast the tide of scorn and reproach that is now flowing in upon them, perhaps from their dearest friends, or else they must let slip the things which they have heard. Ah! how often, in such an hour, the soul shrinks back from an open confession of Christ before men, refuses to bear the cross, and falls into unholy compromise with an unbelieving world. Storms try the vessel, and persecution tries the believer. When Peter was in peace he could say, "Though all men forsake thee, yet will not I". But when the hour of trial came, he said with oaths and curses, "I know not the man".

2. Meditate on the remedy. "We ought to give the more earnest heed," etc. 

(i) Increase thy diligence in the means of grace. If you have truly found the Lord Jesus, be often at the spot where you have met with Him. Every true disciple should often resort to Gethsemane, John 18:2. If you have found Him in the Word, be faithful and diligent in meeting Him there. If you begin to let your Bible slip, you are beginning to let Jesus slip. If you found Him in secret prayer, give the more earnest heed to meet Him often there. It is a sweet trysting-place with Jesus, "within the vail". If you let slip the throne of grace, you let Him slip who sits thereon. Have you found Jesus in the sanctuary, then "love the habitation of his house, and the place where his honour dwelleth" (Psalm 26:8). Has He revealed Himself to you in the breaking of bread, then "continue stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine, and in fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayer" (Acts 2:42). 

(ii) Feed on Christ in the ordinances. Many love the ordinances who love not Christ. Many are occupied about the shell who never taste the kernel of the gospel. These are Sardians who "have a name to live while they are dead". These are talkers about the gospel and its ministers; but "the talk of their lips tendeth to penury". If you have found Christ in ordinances, give earnest heed to find Him more and more. Penetrate through every vail to the living Saviour, and the living God. Do not rest in a form of prayer if you find not Christ. "Bodily service profiteth little". O my soul, abhor the cloak of formality. It is an abomination to God and man. "It is iniquity, even the solemn meeting." But O how sweet are ordinances when we can say, "He brought me into his banqueting house, and his banner over me was love. 

(iii) Watch against occasions of letting slip. If you knew the deceitfulness, the desperate and unsearchable wickedness of your own heart, and if you knew the adversary who accuses you day and night, you would be sober and vigilant. Watch your own heart, its infirmities and tendencies; "Keep thy heart above all keeping, for out of it are the issues of life" (Proverbs 4:23). Watch the roaring lion; be not ignorant of his devices, 1 Peter 5:8. Watch the world, for you are in an enemy's country, "The whole world lieth in wickedness" (I John 5:19). Above all, keep your eye on Jesus. You cannot hold Him if He does not hold you. "Cast all your care upon him, for he careth for you" (I Peter 5:7).

AMBASSADORS FOR CHRIST 
2 Corinthians 5:20
Robert Murray M'Cheyne
(1813-1843)



"Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God" 2 CORINTHIANS 5:20

1. MEDITATE ON THE GROUND of the gospel message, verse 21. "He hath made him to be sin", etc. What a remarkable description of Christ is here given, "He knew no sin". He was pure in His birth. The angel that came to Mary called Him "that holy thing which shall be born of thee". He was pure in His life, "He did no sin, neither was guile found his his mouth" (I Peter 2:22). He was pure in His death, "He offered himself without spot unto God". But here we are told "he knew no sin". He did not know the feeling of sin. He did not know the swelling of pride, the burning of lust, the rankling of envy in His pure bosom. He knew suffering well, but He knew no sin. Learn, O my soul, the loveliness of Christ. "He is altogether lovely." His loveliness consists mainly in this, that He knew no sin. It is this that ravishes the hearts of the redeemed above while they sing, "Who shall not fear thee, and glorify thy name, for thou only art holy". Learn the suitableness of Christ. If Christ had had a spot of sin He could not have suffered for ours. "Such an High Priest became us who is holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners. 

But how did God deal with this sinless One? "He hath made him to be sin for us." In Isaiah 53:6 we are told, "The Lord laid on him the iniquities of us all". But here it is described in a more dreadful manner. The Lord heaped upon Him the thousands and millions of our sins, till at last He was so covered, in God's sight, that nothing but sin appeared. He was looked upon, by His Father, as one entire mass of sin. He was dealt with by God as if He were all sin from the sole of the foot to the crown of the head. Learn, O my soul, the deep agonies of Christ; He knew no sin, and yet He was made sin. Nothing can be more agonising to a pure mind, than to have sins imputed to him. This was Christ's deepest sorrow. Hence the heart-rending cries recorded in the 22nd, 40th and 69th Psalms – cries that often resounded through the silent vale of Kedron. Learn the amazing love of Christ; "it passeth knowledge". 

But why was He made sin? It was "that we might be made the righteousness of God in him". Just as Christ was so covered with our innumerable sins that in the eye of a holy God He appeared one mass of sin, so the vilest of sinners who consents to be found in Christ, is so covered with His glorious righteousness, that in the eye of God he appears one mass of divine righteousness. The sinner is lost and swallowed up in the righteousness of Christ. 

O my sinful soul! what an amazing provision is here set before thee for thy complete pardon and acceptance with God. As truly as Christ was made the sin of men, so truly may I be made the righteousness of God. As truly as our sin covered Him, so that none of His heavenly beauty appeared, so truly may His righteousness cover me that none of my hellish blackness may appear. Christ held down His head for shame on account of my sin, I may hold up my head in peace on account of His righteousness.

2. Meditate on the gospel embassy, verse 20: "We are," etc. Christ was God's greatest ambassador. He was "the messenger of the covenant". He was sent to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound." He was "the faithful Witness". He was sent to tell men the way to the Father. But when He ascended upon on high, He sent His believing followers in His name, "Peace be unto you; as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you" (John 20:21). "When He ascended up on high, he gave some apostles, and some prophets, and some evangelists, and some pastors, and teachers, for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ," "Now then (all faithful ministers may say) we are ambassadors for Christ." 

(i) This shows that ministers should speak with authority. The people were astonished at the doctrine of Christ, "for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes". He spoke with a holy certainty and boldness, and so should ministers now. "These things command and teach; let no man despise thy youth" (I Timothy 4:11-12). A faithful minister should be like Jeremiah (1:18), "I have made thee this day a defenced city, and an iron pillar, and brazen walls against the whole land". He should hear God saying to him as He did to Ezekiel (2:7), "Thou shalt speak my words unto them, whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear". How fearful is the curse threatened if we alter the gospel of Christ, Galatians 1:8; if we add to, or take away from, the message committed unto us, Revelation 22:18-19. 

(ii) Ministers should speak with divine tenderness. "God is love", and so should His ambassadors be. There is in the heart of God the deepest compassion for perishing sinners. Hear His words (Deuteronomy 5:29), "O that there were such an heart in them, that they would fear me, and keep all my commandments always, that it might be well with them, and with their children for ever" (compare 32:29; Ezekiel 33:11). When God was manifest in flesh He showed this holy tenderness through His whole life (Luke 19:41), "When he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over it" (compare Matthew 23:37). Such should be the heart of every faithful minister. Paul used to preach with many tears, Acts 20:31. His tears often fell upon the parchment on which he wrote his epistles, Philippians 3:18; 2 Corinthians 2:4. 

Surely if we could realize an eternal hell into which the most are dropping, an eternal heaven which the most are losing, and a divine Saviour whom the most are rejecting, we would preach as Jeremiah did, "O that my head were wafers, and mine eyes a fountain of tears" (9:1). We would be mercifully bold, like the angels at Sodom, laying hands on lingering sinners, and pulling them out of the fire. 

(iii) This shows the message which ministers bear. "We pray you in Christ's stead be ye reconciled unto God." There is a quarrel between sinners and a holy God. "God is angry with the wicked every day." The dark heavy clouds of divine anger are resting upon their heads, ready to break every moment. Sinners are angry at God. Their carnal mind is enmity against God. They are night and day fighting against God. Now God sends His ministers with a white flag of truce, and He puts this word in their mouths, "Be ye reconciled unto God". O my soul, hast thou heard and received the "good tidings of great joy"? Have I submitted to the way of pardon here revealed? Then in a moment God's anger is all turned away, and my heart is changed from bitter enmity to love and praise.

GOD IN CHRIST RECONCILING THE WORLD 
2 Corinthians 5:19
Robert Murray M'Cheyne
(1813-1843)



"To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation." 2 CORINTHIANS 5:19

IN THESE WORDS we have an epitome, or short description of the gospel ministry.

1. Observe the manner in which God approaches sinners in the gospel: "God was in Christ." If God had come to us without a Mediator, it would have been to destroy. In His unchangeable nature He is holy, sin-repelling, and sin-consuming. This is the glory of God, His moral image, without which He could not be Jehovah. As surely as fire devours wood by its physical nature, so surely God must destroy sinners by His glorious moral nature. Therefore it is written, "Upon the wicked he shall rain snares, fire, and brimstone, and an horrible tempest; this shall be the portion of their cup for the righteous Lord loveth righteousness" (Psalm 11:6-7). And again, "Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity" (Habakkuk 1: 13). And "we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. And again, the Lord shall judge his people. It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. For our God is a consuming fire" (Hebrews 10:30-3 1; 12:29). If God had drawn near to us without His justice being satisfied in the blood and obedience of the Lord Jesus, His justice must have broken out upon us, and sought its satisfaction in our everlasting punishment. Glory to God in the highest, that God did not come to us without Christ, that He did not come upon us naked, guilty, defenceless, without a shelter for our heavy laden soul. He put the Mediator between Him and us: "For there is one God, and one Mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for all" (I Timothy 2:5-6). "God was in Christ." Christ is the meeting place of a holy God, and hell-deserving sinners: "Having therefore boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, let us draw near." When the high priest entered within the vail, on the day of atonement, he carried with him a basin filled with the blood of a bullock, slain as an atonement for himself and his house. He dipped his finger in the blood and sprinkled it upon the mercy-seat, and before the mercy-seat seven times. He then carried in another basin filled with the blood of a goat, slain for the sins of the people. Dipping his finger into the blood he sprinkled it upon the mercy-seat, and before the mercy-seat. The mercy-seat was of pure gold, the floor was covered with gold, yet he did not fear lest he should soil it. The mercy-seat and the golden pavement were wetted with blood. His feet stood upon the blood. That blood represented the blood of Christ. And the high priest standing on the sprinkled blood represented the only way in which a sinner can come to a holy Jehovah. God meets us in Christ. O sinner! hast thou come to God in Christ, hast thou entered into the holiest by the blood of Jesus. If not, thou art yet unpardoned, and ready to perish. Some have very weak notions of conversion. They seem to think that to weep at a sermon, to pray with a glow of feeling, to amend the life a little, is true conversion - whereas it is turning to God in Christ: "Ye turned to God from idols" (I Thessalonians 1:9). Except thou be thus converted, thou wilt never see the kingdom of God. 

2. Observe the extent of the gospel remedy. "Reconciling the world unto himself." There can be no doubt that the whole world will not be saved: "Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way that leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. " The awful transactions of the judgment-day are summed up in these solemn words: "These shall go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into life eternal" (Matthew 25:46). One amazing portion of the human race will depart speechless, conscience-stricken, self-condemned, into a hell as everlasting as the heaven of those who are saved. O self-deceived Universalist! it is the same word which describes the eternity of heaven and the eternity of hell. There can be no doubt that God has chosen a peculiar people out of this world: "Blessed is the man whom thou choosest, and causest to approach unto thee" (Psalm 65:4). Six times over, in the seventeenth chapter of John, does Jesus call them "the men which thou gavest me", and He says, "I pray for them, I pray not for the world". And yet it is equally true that "God will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth" (1 Timothy 2:4). He is "Long-suffering to usward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance" (2 Peter 3:9). "God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself" The gospel is truly and sincerely addressed "to every creature under heaven". The calls and invitations of God to wicked men are not mere words of course, far less are they deceitful and lying words; they are true as God is true. There is not even the shadow of falsehood in them. Hear the words of a master in Israel: "There is all in God that is good, and perfect, and excellent, in our desires and wishes for the conversion and salvation of wicked men. As for instance, there is a love to holiness absolutely considered, or an agreeableness of holiness to His nature and will; or in other words, to His natural inclination. The holiness and happiness of the creature, absolutely considered, are things that He loves. These things are infinitely more agreeable to His nature than to ours. There is all in God that belongs to our desire of the holiness and happiness of unconverted men and reprobates, excepting what implies imperfection. All that is consistent with infinite knowledge, wisdom, power, self-sufficience, infinite happiness, and immutability. Therefore there is no reason that His absolute prescience, or His wise determination and ordering what is future, should hinder His expressing this disposition of His nature, in like manner as we are wont to express such a disposition in ourselves, viz., by calls, and invitations, and the like." O sinner! it is true that God has no pleasure in your dying, but had rather that you would turn from your wicked ways and live. God honestly, sincerely, and with all His heart, beseeches you to be reconciled through the blood of Jesus. He is willing this day to cover you with the blood and obedience of the Lord Jesus, so that He may consistently, with His just and holy nature, not impute your trespasses unto you. Why has He spared you out of hell to this day? Only because "he is not willing that you should perish". Why has He followed you with personal and family mercies, comforts, deliverances? "The goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance" (Romans 2:4). Why has He sent frowns of providence upon you, poverty, sickness, bereavements, disappointments, like wave upon wave? Is not this the answer: "Whom I love, I rebuke and chasten; be zealous therefore, and repent" (Revelation 3:19). Why has the Spirit striven with you in the Bible, through ministers, and in secret prayer? Is it not that the holy loving Spirit desires you to turn to Christ, and is "vexed", and "grieved", and "quenched", by your "always resisting?" (Acts 7:5 1). Why, above all, does Christ offer Himself freely to every creature, why has He knocked at your door, and stretched out His hands to you all day long? Ah! read here the answer, which you will remember to your everlasting agony in hell, if you turn not, "How often would I have gathered your children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!" (Matthew 23:37). O sinner! the Lord Jesus Christ is like the manna. It fell round about the tents of Israel every morning, so that no Israelite could go out of his tent without either gathering it, or trampling it below his feet. So the Lord Jesus is laid down at thy feet. Thou must either take Him as thy Surety, thy Saviour, thy Lord, or trample Him below thy feet.

NEW CREATURES IN CHRIST 
2 Corinthians 5:17
Robert Murray M'Cheyne
(1813-1843)



"Therefore, if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold all things are become new." 2 CORINTHIANS 5:17

WHAT IS IT to be in Christ Jesus? It is a very remarkable expression, and occurs very frequently in the Word of God. Paul speaks of Andronicus and Junia his kinsmen, "who also were in Christ before me" (Romans 16:7). He says, that he counted all things but dung, that he might "win Christ, and be found in him" (Philippians 3:9). And he speaks of dear departed believers, as those who "sleep in Jesus" (1 Thessalonians 4:14). The meaning of this blessed expression is, that those who have fled to Christ, are reckoned with by God as if they were a part of Christ. His crucifixion is reckoned theirs; His spotless obedience is reckoned theirs. God sees no iniquity in them. He looks upon them in the face of His Anointed. Just as Christ was in us when He stood in our place, and was covered over with our sins so completely that none of His holiness appeared, so we are in Christ when we submit to His precious righteousness, and are so covered, that none of our sins appear in God's pure sight. How plainly was this sweet truth taught to our first parents after the fall: "Unto Adam, and to his wife, did the Lord God make coats of skins, and clothed them" (Genesis 3:21). How plainly did He teach them that they could not come naked and guilty into His presence, neither could their own rags of self-righteousness cover them, but the snowy clothing of a slain Lamb must be their raiment, neither have they strength to put it on themselves, but God must clothe them. Thus they were taught what it is to be in Christ Jesus. 

When Jacob came to his father Isaac in the goodly sweet-smelling raiment of his elder brother, and he came-near to his father, and his father kissed him, and smelled his raiment, and blessed him, this was a dark shadow of the way in which a sinner comes to the Father, Genesis 27:18. Here only is the great difference: God is not deceived at all, but of His own free will, most truly, righteously, and by consent of our Elder Brother, clothes us in the sweet smelling raiment of Jesus, so that we can sing, "He hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with jewels" (Isaiah 41: 10). In the parable of the vine (John 15) Jesus said to the disciples, "Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me". He teaches us the need of a vital and continued union to Himself It is not enough once to consent to be washed in my blood, and clothed with my righteousness, you must remain thus, even until death. And herein consisted all the peace and joy of the first believers; they constantly abode in Christ. This was their answer to all accusations, "Christ hath died", "I am crucified with Christ". Herein consisteth all my joy. Blessed be the day when first I was found in Christ. Whenever I am in myself before God, then comes darkness, accusations of conscience terrify me, the curses of the law threaten me, the smallest temptation is too strong for me, my soul is like a rolling thing before the whirlwind. But the moment I am again made willing to hide in the wounds of the great Mediator, to be covered with the bright shining folds of His "garment down to the foot", that moment the accusations of conscience are hushed, the thunders of Sinai die away, I sit like the maniac at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in my right mind, and a still small voice whispers within my breast, "Ye are become dead to the law by the body of Christ, that ye should be married to another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God" (Romans 7:4). 

What is the result of being in Christ Jesus? "If any man be in Christ Jesus, he is a new creature; old things are passed away, behold! all things are become new". A divine change takes place upon that soul more wonderful than the creation of the world, a change brought about by Him who calleth the things that are not as though they were. Indeed this change is begun before the soul submits to Christ, for nothing less than Almighty power can melt the rocky heart, and bend the stubborn will to relish the gospel way of salvation. But it is after a man is brought to Christ that the change is manifested. 

1. He becomes a new creature in understanding. No man dares to think until he is at peace with God. The mind of a natural man shrinks back from contemplating the realities of God and of the eternal world. The understanding is busied about things seen and temporal, or else about unseen things apart from God; but all that is divine and holy in the universe, or in other words, all that is truly worth knowing, is a field into which the unconverted soul dare not enter. "The natural man knoweth not the things of the Spirit of God." When a soul is made willing to take Jesus as his mediator, and comes into pardon and peace with God, then he begins to think. A new world is opened up to him, the ocean of divine truth stretches out before him, and the verdant hills of immortality rise up to view. The treasures of wisdom and knowledge hid in Christ, and the glories of the three-one Jehovah now fix the heart. The Holy Spirit renews the soul in knowledge after the image of Jesus. A new life ofthe understanding is begun in that soul. "I am unable to express the actings of my soul as I feel them (says Andrew Lindsay), yet I am helped to conceive a little of them by the springs which are in the way from my home; as those springs, though small, have some water in them, so I trust it is with my soul; the water in some of these springs is covered with grass and weeds, so is the sight of this life hid from me, at times, by the corruption of my heart; but as the water appears on a man's removing the weeds with his hands, so does this life by a new manifestation. And as the water continues in these springs, now in August when great pools are dried up, so I hope the life of God will continue in my soul, because the love of Christ is unchangeable." Happy soul! This is the experience of a new creature in Christ Jesus. 

2. He becomes a new creature in his affections. No man truly loves till he come to Christ. "Love is of God, and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not knoweth not God, for God is love." Before Paul fled for refuge to lay hold on Christ, he was an old creature in his affections. "I verily thought with myself that I ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth" (Acts 26:9). His heart was like a bow bent against Christ and His cause. He hated the humbling truths of the gospel. When God's faithful witnesses were put to death, he gave his voice against them. But when he came to Christ he was made a new creature. Never, perhaps, did such burning love to Christ ever glow in a human bosom as in Paul's: "What mean ye to weep and to break mine heart? for I am ready not to be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus." And now what tender compassion breathes through his soul toward the little flock of Christ: "Being affectionately desirous of you, we were willing to have imparted unto you, not the gospel of God only, but also our own souls, because ye were dear unto us." He is a new creature in love. He has got the same stream of love in his heart that springs eternally from the bosom of God. O sinner! this is what God will make thee if thou art willing to be found in Christ. Remember, none but new creatures will ever enjoy the new heavens and the new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness.

QUICKENED TOGETHER WITH CHRIST 
Ephesians 2:4-5
Robert Murray M'Cheyne
(1813-1843)



"But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved)." EPHESIANS 2:4-5

WHAT A FEARFUL DISCOVERY do these words give of what was once the condition of all true believers? "We were dead in sins." The apostle classes himself with the Ephesian believers in the humbling confession. The most living and burning saint, who now tunes his harp before the throne of the Lamb, was once a dead soul. This is the true condition of all unconverted men at this moment; they are dead in sins. Even our highly-favoured country is like the valley which Ezekiel saw full of bones: "And he caused me to pass by them round about; and, behold, there were very many in the open valley, and, lo, they were very dry" (Ezekiel 37:2). The understanding of a natural man is dead: "He is wise to do evil, but to do good he has no knowledge" (Jeremiah 4:22). "There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God" (Romans 3:1 1). The mind is often clear and penetrating on earthly things, but it is dark and dead in heavenly things. The heart is dead. True, it is alive toward worldly friends, and worldly objects. In pursuit of their lusts "they have made ready their heart like an oven, while they lie in wait". But set the loveliest of all beings before them, the precious corner-stone, the desire of all nations, the pearl of great price; and their heart is not affected, it melts not, it moves not, it loves not; it is dead. The conscience is dead. They feel wrongs done against themselves or against their neighbours, but they do not feel wrongs done against God, or against Christ, or against the Holy Spirit: "Unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled" (Titus 1: 1 5). In some the death of the conscience is total, so that they are past feeling, "having their conscience seared as with a hot iron". How many sweaters can pour out their oaths, without once imagining that they are striking at the throne of God. How many can put away the gospel message, without feeling that they are making God a liar. How many can come unconverted to the Lord's table, without once thinking that they are crucifying Christ afresh, and putting Him to an open shame. In such cases their "consciences are seared as with a hot iron". 

Turn we now to consider the blessed change that has been wrought in the heart of every believer: "He hath quickened us together with Christ." It was a solemn scene when Jesus stood beside the rocky sepulchre of Lazarus. It was a little way from the village of Bethany, embosomed in its fig and almond trees. Martha and Mary stood weeping, and many Jewish friends beside them. They had rolled away the stone from the mouth of the cave, and as the Saviour looked into the dark silent tomb He cried, "Lazarus come forth. And he that was dead came forth bound hand and foot with grave clothes, and his face bound about with a napkin." This was giving life to the dead. A still more marvellous scene, compared to which this is but as the drop before the thunder shower, shall yet take place upon this earth. "The hour is coming in which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth, they that have done good unto the resurrection of life, and they that have done evil unto the resurrection of damnation." When the voice of Christ is heard, then from every lonely church yard, from the deep caverns of the sea, and from silent battlefields, the myriads of sleeping dead shall rise and come forth. It will be a day of joy to some, and of woe to others, joy and woe unspeakable. But more wonderful, even than this, is the quickening of the soul in conversion. It is spoken of in these words, "The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and they that hear shall live" (John 5:25). In every part of the world where the Spirit accompanies the preaching of the gospel, this secret, silent resurrection of dead souls is going on every day, little noticed by men, though well known in heaven, and in hell. When the Spirit comes He gives life to the dead conscience; He makes it accuse and condemn the sinner, so that He feels lost and undone. He gives life to the understanding, anointing the eyes wth eyesalve, so that the sinner sees the way of pardon provided by God. He gives life to the heart, melting it, and persuading the sinner to cleave to Jesus; and so He "quickens us together with Christ". The Spirit thus raises the soul out of its grave, looses his grave clothes, namely, worldly lusts and attachments, and lets him go free. "What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us." If He quickens my soul, then no power can keep it dead. Truly, the guilt, indwelling sin, temptations, and spiritual enemies of my soul often confound me. But I pray to know "the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe" (Ephesians 1:19). 

But what is it in the bosom of God that moves Him to quicken a dead soul? The answer is to be found here: "God who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, (by grace ye are saved)." The free rich grace of God is the fountain from which the quickening Spirit flows. When God came to save Paul he found him dead in sins. There was nothing in the heart of Paul to draw God to visit his soul. But He came because He was rich in mercy, and out of the great love wherewith He loved him, by grace He saved him. There is nothing lovely or attractive about the dead, especially if they have been long dead. The coldness, the want of motion, the paleness, the want of animation, is dreadful. The corruption is abominable. And so Abram says, over the remains of his beloved Sarah, "Give me a possession of a burying-place, that I may bury my dead out of my sight" (Genesis 23:4). So there is nothing amiable to the eye of a holy God in a dead soul. The coldness, the insensibility, the corruption is loathsome, in His pure sight. And yet He came to the dead soul of Paul, and gave it life. And every soul that now rejoices in the love of God can say, I was polluted in mine own blood, when He passed by and said unto me, Live; yea, he said unto me, when I was in my blood, Live, Ezekiel 16:6. 

There is good news for those who feel themselves loathsome as the putrid dead. You may be quickened, for such were all believers once. Good news for those who feel helpless as the dead. The Lord can quicken such. And He is rich in mercy; "He willeth all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth". He is not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. In Him compassions flow. He is ready to forgive. One poor soul who had long been tempest-tossed under the conviction of a life time of sins, was brought to full peace in Christ by meditating on the first verse of the fifty-first Psalm: "According unto the multitude of thy tender mercies, blot out my transgressions." She said, "I will just put the multitude of His tender mercies over against the multitude of my sins". And so she found rest for her soul. Surely this soul, and all who have been thus saved by free sovereign grace, will have cause to join in Rowland Hill's favourite hymn:

	"And when I'm to die,
Receive me, I'll cry,
For Jesus hath loved me,
I cannot tell why. 

But this I can find,
We two are so joined,
He'll not be in glory,
and leave me behind."


CALLED WITH AN HOLY CALLING 
2 Timothy 1:9
Robert Murray M'Cheyne
(1813-1843)



"Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began." 2 TIMOTHY 1:9

THERE ARE TWO WAYS in which men are called to believe the gospel. There is an outward and an inward calling, an earthly and a heavenly calling. All believers are "partakers of the heavenly calling" (Hebrews 3: 1). 

The outward call comes to all who hear the gospel sound: "Many are called, but few chosen." Every time the church bell rings it is a call. It says, "Come away sinner, thy sabbaths are numbered. Eternity is at hand. God's people are hastening to the house of God, God's stewards are dealing out the bread of life. Sinner do not stay behind; Jesus is ringing for thee, inviting thee, wooing thee. If thou wouldst but listen, it would sound as joyfully as a marriage bell." Ah! there are multitudes in Scotland who hear no more of the gospel than the bell, and that will be enough to condemn them in the great day. The open church door is a call. It seems to say, "Strive to enter in at the strait gate, for many shall seek to enter in and shall not be able". "Go ye to them that sell, and buy for yourselves," lest the bridegroom come and the door be shut. 

	"Come in come in,
Eternal glory thou wilt win." 


The lighted windows of the church at evening are a solemn call. They cry in your ears, "Jesus is the light of the world". "Yet a little while is the light with you. Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon you. " Jesus hath lighted a candle, and is sweeping the house, and seeking diligently to find lost pieces of silver. "The village spire that points the way to heaven," is a silent call. It says, Look up steffastly into heaven, and see the glory of God and Jesus standing on the right hand of God. "Seek those things which are above. Set your affections on things above, not on things on the earth." The voice of the preacher is a call. It says, "Repent and believe the gospel, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand". "We are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech by us, we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled unto God." Every tract given in at your door is a divine call. It says, "I have a message from God unto thee". "Behold I stand at the door and knock." Every leaf of your Bible is a call. It says, "Search the scriptures. I am able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. I am given by inspiration of God, and am profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, and instruction in righteousness." The death of every unconverted friend is a loud call. It says, "Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish". "It is appointed unto all men once to die, and after death the judgmental "Prepare to meet thy God." It may truly be said of every sinner that shall read these words, that you are now called, warned, invited to flee from the wrath to come, and to lay hold on Christ set before you. If you have not got enough to save you, you have enough to condemn you. 

But all who are in Christ have received the inward call. All, who like Timothy, have "unfeigned faith", and have received "the Spirit of power, and of love, and of a sound mind", have been "saved and called with a holy calling". This is the work of the Holy Spirit; and therefore it is called a holy calling. It is the call of the unseen Almighty Spirit who sweetly inclines the will, and melts the heart of the sinner. It is there a saving call. When Jesus said to Matthew, "follow me", the Spirit breathed upon his heart, and made him willing: "He arose and followed Jesus." When Paul preached to the Thessalonians, he gave the outward call. Had Paul stood alone, they would have remained as hard as the rocks that dash back the waves of the Aegean Sea. But the Spirit breathed upon their hearts, and so the "gospel came not unto them in word only, but in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance" (1 Thessalonians 1:5). When Paul preached at Philippi by the river's side, many a Grecian matron had the outward call. His words fell pleasantly upon their ears. Still all remained unmoved but one, one heart was opened, a foreigner whose dark eye told that she came from the sunny plains of Asia. "The Lord opened the heart of Lydia" (Acts 16:14). 

O sinner! do not think that your reading or hearing the gospel will of itself save your soul. Do not think that because you have a Bible, a minister, and a place in the house of God, that you are therefore on the way to heaven. Remember God must save you, and call you with an holy calling. If you are not quickened from above, your outward calls will only be the savour of death unto death to your soul. It will be one of the chief miseries of hell to remember the texts and sermons that you heard on earth, when you would not come to Christ and have life. 

Bless God, you who have been "saved and called with an holy calling", for it is "not according to your works, but according to His purpose and grace which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began". Every saved soul can say, "He hath not dealt with me after my sins, nor rewarded me according to mine iniquities". He has called me out of darkness into marvellous light, from under wrath and curse to pardon and peace with God, from death unto life. How many He has passed by that were no worse than me. But He has been willing to make known the riches of His glory on me, a vessel of mercy which He had afore prepared unto glory. How sure my sinful soul is of glory. He calls from heaven, and calls to heaven. "Whom he did predestinate, them he also called, and whom he called, them he also justified, and whom he justified, them he also glorified." "Bless the, Lord, O my soul."

THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD 
I Corinthians 1:9
Robert Murray M'Cheyne
(1813-1843)



"God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord." 1 CORINTHIANS 1:9

THE ANXIETIES of a faithful pastor never end in this world. First he is anxious that his people be brought to Christ, and then he is anxious that they be kept abiding in Him to the end. What a fountain of consolation is this text while he looks upon those, of whom in his heart he has the sweet persuasion that they are "sanctified in Christ Jesus, and called to be saints", and repeats these words in his heart, "God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ". It is this sweet truth, the faithfulness of our covenant God, that is a rock to the pastor's soul, and makes him feel that those who are now "dearly beloved, and longed for", will soon be "his joy and crown". But not only to the pastor, to the flock also, especially in time of temptation, affliction, and desertion, these words are like "the snow of Lebanon, or the cold flowing waters from another place". Sometimes it pleases God to withdraw His comfortable presence from the soul, chiefly to humble us in the dust, to discover some unmortified corruption, or to lead us to hunger more vehemently after Him. Such was David's state when he said in his heart, "I shall now perish one day by the hand of Saul" (1 Samuel 27: 1). And again, when he wrote the 42nd Psalm. Such was the feeling of Job when he said, "the arrows of the Almighty are within me"; and again, "Oh that it were with me as in months past, as in the days when God preserved me; when his candle shined upon my head, and when by his light I walked through darkness" (Job 29:2-3). In such an hour as this, when the feeling of distance from God is almost insupportable, ah! how cheering, how full of nourishment, what a heavenly cordial may this word in the hand of the Spirit be: "God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord." 

1. Believers are called to share with Christ. To have fellowship with another, is to have things in common with him. Thus in Acts 4:32, it is said of the first Christians, that they were "of one heart and of one soul, neither said any that ought of the things which he possessed were his own, but they had all things in common " ' They had all their goods in common, they shared all they had with one another. This is what John desired to see amongst Christians in spiritual things, "That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us" (I John 1:3). The same expressions is used here, "Ye are called unto the fellowship of his Son". How strange, that a creature of sin and shame should be called to share with God's dear Son. Yet so it is; He shared our flesh and blood with us, that we might share His throne with Him. 

(i) We share with the Son in His justification. Once Jesus was unjustified. Once there were millions of sins laid to His charge. Men, devils, nay, even His holy Father, hurled their fierce accusations at Him. He stood silent. He could not answer a word. Although "he did no sin, neither was guile found his mouth"; yet He had agreed to bear the sins of many, and therefore, He was dumb under every accusation. "It was exacted, and he was made answerable". This was His chief agony in the garden, and on the cross, that at the bar of God He was unjustified; "He was numbered with the transgressors". His only comfort was, "He is near that justifieth me" (Isaiah 50:8). He knew that His trial would be short and that He would overcome. The hour of darkness is now past. The wrath of God has all fallen upon Him. The thunder clouds have spent their lightnings on His head. The vials of God's anger have emptied their last drops upon Him. He is now justified from all the sins that were laid upon Him. He will bear the scars to all eternity, Revelation 5:6; but not another drop of agony shall ever fall upon His soul When He comes a second time it is "without sin" (Hebrews 9:28). Have you the Son? Do you believe the record that God has given concerning His Son? Do you with purpose of heart cleave to the Lord Jesus? then you share with Him in His justification. You suffered in His suffering, you obeyed in His obedience, you died in His death. You are as much justified as Christ is. You have as little to do with the guilt of your past sins as Christ has. There is as little guilt lying upon you as upon God's dear Son. The vials of wrath have not another drop for Christ, and not another drop for you. "By Jesus all that believe are justified from all things" (Acts 13:39). 

(ii) We share with the Son in His Father's love. When Jesus was about to leave this world, He said to His disciples, "I leave the world and go to the Father". When He died He cried, "Father into thy hands I commend my spirit". When He entered into heaven and passed up the opening ranks of the adoring angels, the Father said, "Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee"; as if He had said, Never till this time did I see thee so worthy to be called my Son. Ah! it was a blessed exchange when He left the frowns and curses of the world for the embrace of His Father's arms; when He came from under the outpoured wrath of God into His full eternal love and smile; when He left the crown of thorns for the crown of glory. Such is the change of every poor sinner in the moment that he is persuaded and enabled to embrace Christ. Dost thou believe with all thine heart that Jesus is the Son of God? Can you say you have fled for refuge to Christ? Then you share with Christ in His Father's love. Christ says, "I ascend unto my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God" (John 20:17). God is as much your Father as He is Christ's Father. Your God as Christ's God. The Father loves you with the same full, unchanging, soul-satisfying love, with which He loves Jesus (see that never to be forgotten prayer, John 17:26). Oh! what a blessed change for an heir of hell to become an "heir of God, and a joint heir with Christ" (Romans 8:17). For one who deserved, and still deserves, to share with the devil and his angels, to share with Christ that sits at the right hand of God. Oh! to inherit God, to have a son's interest in God! Eternity alone can reveal the full meaning of that word, "Heir of God, and joint heir with Christ". 

2. God is faithful to souls in Christ. "God is faithful, by whom ye are called unto the fellowship of his Son." When a soul is in affliction, temptation, or desertion, his cry is, "The Lord hath forsaken me, and my God hath forgotten me". Sometimes this feeling approaches to actual despair. Here is a rock for the soul to lean upon, "Christ is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever", and "God is faithful" who called us to share with Christ. Hearken to the voice of the great Shepherd, "My sheep hear my voice, and they follow me, and I give unto them eternal life, and they shall never perish, neither shall any pluck them out of my hand. My Father which gave them me is greater than all, and none is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand." Satan desires to have you. The world are laying snares for you. Your own wicked heart would sometimes be for leaving the hand that has saved you. But "none is able to pluck you out of the Father's hand". Hearken to the Father's own word, "Thou art my servant, I have chosen the and not cast thee away" (Isaiah 41:9). The soul united to Jesus is not like the grass, but like the palm tree. Even in old age he shall bear fruit, he shall be full of sap and flourishing. "To show that the Lord is upright: he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him" (Psalm 92:15). At the very time when Zion was saying, "My God hath forgotten me", God had her walls engraven on His hands, Isaiah 49:16. Look still to Jesus, oh! deserted soul. The love of God shines unchangeably on Him. Abide in Him and you will abide in the Father's love. Your afflictions may only prove that you are more immediately under the Father's hand. There is no time that the patient is such an object of tender interest to the surgeon, as when he is bleeding beneath his knife. So you may be sure if you are suffering from the hand of a reconciled God, that His eye is all the more bent on you. "The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms."

STRENGTHENED WITH MIGHT BY THE SPIRIT 
Ephesians 3:16-19
Robert Murray M'Cheyne
(1813-1843)



"That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; and to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might befilled with all the fulness of God." EPHESIANS 3:16-19 

HOW REMARKABLE are the prayers of Paul! He used to pray for individuals whom he loved by name. Without ceasing, the names of Timothy and Philemon were upon his heart, 2 Timothy 1:3; Philippians 4. He prayed for believers whom he had never seen, Colossians 1:9, 2:1. He prayed for all true saints, Ephesians 6:18, 24. He wrestled with continual sorrow of heart for the Jews, Romans 9:1, 10:1. In how remarkable a manner he prayed, "without ceasing", "day and night", "with joy", "with thanksgiving", with humility "bowing his knees". How large were his requests! He opens his mouth wide, that God may fill it. In Romans 15:13 he prays: "Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing. " In I Thessalonians 5:23 he prays: "And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly," etc. So in these words he asks for amazing gifts. God only can fully comprehend the vast meaning of such a prayer. The words of man seem to be too narrow to express his large desires. These are "groanings that cannot be uttered", the intercession of the Spirit through the mind and heart of Paul. None but God could answer it. 

O that all ministers could pray like Paul. Probably no man ever lived who was the means of saving so many souls as Paul. Probably no minister was ever made the instrument of bringing his people to such a height of holiness as Paul. How was this? Look at his prayers for an answer. Consider their frequency, their urgency, their vastness. It was on his knees Paul fought the good fight of faith, and obtained grace for his own soul, and for all the churches. Such a man would be a blessing to the whole world. "O Lord, teach us to pray." There are three principal petitions here, each one growing out of the other. 

1. Consider the last petition, verse 19, "That ye might be filled with all the fulness of God". This is the sum and end of all his prayers for them. Indeed it is the chief end of man. The great object of the gospel is to bring poor empty sinners to be filled with all the fulness of God, to be like an empty vessel cast into a vast ocean, to be filled with all the fulness of his love, of his presence, of his Spirit, of his joy, of his likeness. This Adam would have been had he persevered in holiness. This we become when united to Christ, and shall be to all eternity. This David panted after, "My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God" (Psalm 42:2). This David, in some measure, enjoyed: "Whom have I in heaven but thee, and there is none on earth whom I desire beside thee" (Psalm 73:25). Certain it is that the believer's God can draw near, and reveal Himself, and fill the soul in a way that worldly men never thought of He can fill the heart with a sense of His love. One dear Christian could say, "My soul hath been compassed about with the terrors of death, the sorrows of hell were upon me, and a wilderness of woe was in me, but blessed, blessed, blessed be the Lord my God, He hath brought me to a place of rest, even to the sweet running waters of life". Another dear Christian, of whom President Edwards writes, experienced such clear and lively views of Christ that "her soul did, as it were, swim in the rays of Christ's love like a little mote swimming in the beams of the sun that come in at a window". The same person, speaking upon the most deliberate consideration, could say, that "what was enjoyed in a single minute of the whole space, which was many hours, was worth more than all the outward comfort and pleasure of the whole life put together". O! that Christians now were filled with these drops of the fulness of God. He can fill the soul with His holiness. A natural man has not a spark of God's holiness. He may be pleasant, amiable, and of a natural integrity, but he has none of the "living water". The moment a soul is united to Christ, the same Holy Spirit who dwells in the bosom of the Father dwells also in him. "I will put my Spirit within you" (Ezekiel 36:27). The believer becomes "a partaker of the divine nature" (2 Peter 1:4). He becomes "a partaker of his holiness" (Hebrews 12: 10). He does not become as holy as God, but the same stream that flows through the divine bosom flows through the soul that is one with Jesus. O to be holy as He is holy, blessed as He is blessed, pure as Christ is pure. O to be filled with all the fulness of God. 

2. Consider the second petition, verses 17-19, "That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith, that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; and to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge". This appears to be one vast petition expressed twice over, that they may have a calm, abiding, realizing view of Christ and His love. If any man were to ask, How shall I come to be filled with the fulness of God? The answer will be found in this prayer; you must come first to an abiding believing knowledge of "the love of Christ which passeth knowledge". Keep the eye of faith continually fixed on Jesus, on His glorious person, "fairer than the children of men"; on Jesus your Prophet, having "the tongue of the learned to speak a word in season to them that are weary"; on Jesus your Priest, "through the eternal Spirit offering himself, without spot unto God", - on Jesus your King, reigning from sea to sea in the hearts of His own, and winning many crowns in the conversion of sinners. Behold Him, behold Him. Keep your eye and heart upon Him, keep the arms of faith around Him, so "that Christ may dwell in your heart by faith". A tree takes a firm hold of the ground by its thousand roots; the winds shake but cannot remove it, so let your heart "be rooted and grounded in the love of Christ", then you may calmly view the vastness of that love. 

When a man is first awakened he does not know much of his sin, and cannot know much of the love of Christ; but when rooted and grounded in Christ, and the Spirit breathes in the heart, he then begins to comprehend with all saints, and to know the love of Christ that passeth knowledge. Observe "the breadth and length of it": "As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us" (Psalm 103:12). Compare Leviticus 16:22. So broad and so long is the love of Jesus. Observe the depth of it: "He being in the form of God, thought it no robbery to be equal with God, but emptied himself," etc. (Philippians 2:6). Measure from the throne of glory to the cross of Calvary, or to the rocky sepulchre - so deep was the love of Christ. Observe the height of it: "To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me on my throne" (Revelation 3:21). Measure how far it is from the lowest hell to the throne to which Christ will raise us; so high was the love of Christ. "It passeth knowledge". It is like a vast ocean, and our heart is like a little creek upon the shore; we embrace the ocean, but we cannot measure it; we shall know more of it in eternity; we never shall know it all, for "it passeth knowledge"; and it gives "a peace that passeth all understanding".

3. Observe the first petition, verse 16. "That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man" . If any man were to ask, How shall I come to that abiding believing knowledge of the love of Christ? The answer is to be found in this petition. The Father must grant you His free Spirit. Every word is precious – "That he would grant you". The gift of the Spirit at first is of free grace. When He breathes on the dry bones in the open valley, it is of freest mercy. And so every further work of the Spirit on the heart is of free grace. O what need have we to pray, "Cast me not from thy presence, neither take thy Holy Spirit away from me". 

But has God enough to supply our need? Yes, He has "riches of his glory", unsearchable riches. Just as He has inexhaustible treasures of rain and dew to water every green herb, so He has infinite treasures o the part all ready to be poured into the hearts of His needy people. But what will His Spirit do for me? "He will strengthen you with might in the inner man." Your eye is dim, and cannot see afar off. He will anoint it that you may see the King in His beauty. Your heart is dead and stony. He will quicken and soften it that eternal things may impress you. Your faith is like a bruised reed. He will strengthen you with might, so that you shall hold Christ, and not let Him go. It is true of the Spirit as of the Father, that "he giveth power to the faint, and to them that have no might he increaseth strength".

"HELP THOU MINE UNBELIEF" 
Mark 9:24
Robert Murray M'Cheyne
(1813-1843)



"And straightway the father of the child cried out, and said with tears, Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief." MARK 9:24

HOW VERY SMALL was the faith with which this man came to Christ. It was like a grain of mustard seed. Twice we read of Jesus expressing wonder at the great faith of the poor worms that applied to Him. When the centurion came to Him in behalf of his beloved servant who was sick, he believed that Christ was willing and able to heal him, though he lay beneath a sinfull roof. "Jesus marvelled at so great faith" (Matthew 8:5-13). When the Syrophenician woman cried after Him in behalf of her child, she would not be turned back by His long silence, or by His seemingly rough words; she saw deep into His heart of grace, and waited for an answer of peace, till Jesus cried, "O woman, great is thy faith, be it unto thee even as thou wilt" (Matthew 15:21-28). 

Another time a leper came, and as he kneeled said, "Lord, if thou wilt thou canst make me clean". This was little faith. He believed the power of Jesus; he was not sure of His willingness. He thought He might be willing, for he came and applied to Him; still he was not sure, and said, If thou wilt. With holy majesty Jesus rebuked his unbelief, and granted his desire: "I will, be thou clean" (Matthew 8:3). But far weaker than all these was the faith of this unhappy father; "If thou canst do anything, have compassion on us, and help us". Alas, that ever such words should be spoken to the Lord of glory. He in whose hand our breath is, and whose are all our ways – He by whom all things were created that are in heaven, and that are in earth – He whose name is Jehovah-Rophi, "The Lord that healeth thee", was standing before him, and yet his faith could reach no higher than that, "If thou canst do anything". And yet Jesus did not cast the unbelieving man away from Him. Jesus never can deny that word, "Him that cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast out". He sent him home a happy father with his child made whole. These things were written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. How evil unbelief appears in another, and yet how little do I perceive the same dishonouring thoughts of Christ when they lurk in my own bosom. I feel as if I never could use such language to Jehovah Jesus - and yet how many times in the day I doubt both His love and His power. How often, when guilt is on my conscience, I doubt whether He be entirely willing to be the Mediator between God and such a sinful wretch as me. How often, in an hour of temptation, when the passions are roused, I doubt whether He be able to subdue such a heart as mine. How often these words are the language of my heart: "If thou canst do anything, have compassion on me, and help me." And yet for all our unbelief, He doth not send us empty away. Faith, as a grain of mustard seed, obtains everlasting benefits, Luke 17:6. Do not let me then keep away from Christ, because my faith is small. Though He had to call His disciples, "Ye of little faith", yet that did not hinder Him from rebuking the winds and the sea for them, and there was a great calm, Matthew 8:26. In like manner though my name may be, "Thou of little faith", to the end of life's troubled journey, yet will I go to Him with such faith as I have, and He will in no wise cast me out. But observe the prayer of the anxious father, "Lord, I believe, help thou mine unbelief". O! surely this was a groan dictated by the Spirit of supplications. Never was prayer better timed, or better expressed. The Author of faith stood before him – to whom could he go for faith but unto Christ? Faith is the gift of Jehovah Jesus, John 17:2. He in His kingly power, riding through the world, sends out His arrows, and brings down the people under Him, Psalm 45:5. He not only brings gold for our ransom, and white raiment to cover our nakedness, but He brings in His hand, to the door of sinners, eye-salve to anoint our eyes, that we may see, Revelation 3:18. He was not only wounded for our transgressions, and bruised for iniquities, but He bids us reach forward our finger, that He may guide it into the prints of the nails, and reach forward our hand, that He may guide it to His wounded side. He was not only the Rock cleft for sinners, but by His Almighty power He puts us into the cleft of the rock, and hides us there, Exodus 33:22. 

Would that all the church of Christ were taught this prayer, "Lord, I believe, help thou mine unbelief', or that other, "Increase our faith" (Luke 17:5). Two precious things are contained in it. A sense of our want of faith, and a clear knowledge of the fountain whence living faith must flow. Few people know how small their faith is. In a Christian land, sitting under a lively ministry, surrounded by warm-hearted Christian friends, the feelings are fanned into a glow, and the believer thinks that his faith is strong and full. But let providence call that believer to a foreign land, where – 

	"The sound of the church-going bell
These valleys and rocks never heard,
Never sighed at the sound of a knell,
Nor smiled when a sabbath appeared." 


Let him wander among those that never pray to Jesus, like Abraham in the land of the Canaanites, or let him lie on a sick bed with none to wait on him that know the Saviour, then he will begin to learn by sad experience that warm feelings are not faith – that faith in Jesus is like a grain of mustard seed in his bosom. O it is a painful but a blessed lesson to be taught how weak our faith is. It makes us trust less to our feelings, and less to friends, and makes us cleave closer to Christ as our all in all. 

But if it be good to know how little faith we have, it is better far to know what an over flowing fountain Jesus is. He is "Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending". He is "the Author and the Finisher of our faith". He anointed our eyes at the first, and made us see men as trees walking. He alone can anoint them more fully, that we may see all things clearly. He alone can help our unbelief. He can cover all the sin of it, for O it is crimson sin. He can remove it by fuller discoveries of Himself. "My Beloved is like a roe, or a young hart". On judah's hills the gazelle bounds with amazing ease and graceful swiftness over the most rugged rocks. It is its very nature to spring from crag to crag. So easily, swiftly, and agreeably to His gracious nature does the Lord Jesus reveal Himself to the souls that wait for Him. Often by a single visit the unbelief of half a lifetime vanishes, and the soul cries out with adoring joy, "My Lord, and my God". Wait on the Lord Jesus, O doubting soul. Be of good courage, and He shall strengthen thine heart. "It is good that a man should both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the Lord" (Lamentations 3:26). Often look beyond the blue sky to Him who sits on the right hand of God, and cry out with tears, "Lord, I believe, help thou mine unbelief".

TRUE BELIEVERS THE SONS OF GOD 
John 1:12
Robert Murray M'Cheyne
(1813-1843)



"But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name." JOHN 1: 12

WHEN THE LORD OF GLORY came to this world, the most despised and rejected Him. Yet all did not. Isaiah cried, "Who hath believed our report, and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?". And yet in a few verses after he adds, "He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied" (Isaiah 53: 1, 11). In like manner, John in this chapter tells us, that when Jesus came, "the darkness comprehended him not"; "the world knew him not"; "his own received him not". Still, a little flock did receive Him. Their eyes were opened to behold His glory, their hearts to feel His love. They left their earthly all, and followed Him, they hung upon His lips, kept His sayings, walked in His steps, put on His righteousness, drank in His spirit; and "to them he gave power to become the sons of God". There always has been, and always will be, a hidden church. As David was never to want a son to sit upon his throne, so David's Son and David's Lord never shall want souls over which to reign. As in Noah's day of almost universal corruption, and in Elijah's day of dark idolatry, there were some hidden ones that knew and loved the Lord; so in our day, in the darkest parishes of Scotland, you will find some hearts that kindle at the name of Jesus. In countries sunk in the darkness of popery, you will find some heaven-taught souls groping their way to heaven by the strait gate and the narrow way. Christ will never want a vineyard on earth on which to show His love and care. He will never want a witnessing church to proclaim His grace. "Upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it" (Matthew 16:18). 

How clearly these words show that to receive Christ is the same as to believe on His name. Many souls find great difficulty in knowing what faith is. Satan seems to make great use of this in some hearts, in order that he may divert their anxious soul from the great object of faith to look at the workings of their own mind. The Bible makes no difficulty in the matter. At one time it is described as coming to Jesus: "I am the bread of life, he that cometh to me shall never hunger, and he that believeth on me shall never thirst" (John 6:35). Again, it is called a laying hold. "Who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us" (Hebrew 6:18). In another scripture it is called submitting. "They have not submitted themselves to the righteousness of God" (Romans 10:3). In other parts of the Word of God it is called looking to Jesus, calling upon the name of the Lord, hearing that the soul may live, knowing, cleaving to the Lord. In one and all of these the meaning of God is, that the heart is made willing to be justified through the blood and obedience of the Lord Jesus. O! it is the truest and most lasting joy in the universe when Christ is fully revealed to the soul, and when the excellency of the way of salvation by Christ is made manifest; the heart is often so filled that the tongue cannot speak. It is "joy unspeakable, and full of glory". 

Sinner, have you received the Lord Jesus Christ? Has your heart melted at the sight of the heaven-provided Saviour? Have you known the gift of God? Have you seen and delighted in the finished work of Christ? If Christ had to come and die, you might say, perhaps He will not go through with it. But He has done it. It is more than eighteen hundred years since He agonized in Gethsemane, and poured out His soul upon the cross. "It is finished." His whole work, as Surety in the place of sinners, is finished. The whole undertaking is completed. Nay more, God has accepted it. He has declared it from heaven: "This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased" - and that any sinner is welcome to draw near by Jesus. O! I am willing to be found in Jesus, let your soul reply; I am willing to stand under the shelter of the one Mediator to all eternity. What satisfies God satisfies me. "Who shall condemn? It is Christ that died." 

But what good shall I obtain by receiving Christ? Hear the divine answer: "As many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God." An awakened soul is seeking only rest, peace with God, forgiveness of sins. But Christ gives far more. He gives the child's place in the father's love. We are by nature children of wrath, a generation of vipers, children of the wicked one; but the moment we consent to put on the glorious righteousness of Immanuel we become adopted sons of God: "God sent forth his son, made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons." Sinner! do you know what it is that God offers you in the gospel? Though you are a viper, under the curse of the broken law, and your heart more like satan than God yet the holy God offers you a place in His bosom, He sent forth His Son to make room for you, to take you into the son's place. What are all the joys of sin compared with this? What are earthly titles compared to this? Sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal. Surely you must be deceived by the god of this world, if you are willing to remain a child of the devil rather than become a child of God. 

There is still fuller blessing contained in these words. Those who receive Christ receive power to become adopted sons. This is blessed, this is wonderful. But those who receive Christ receive power to become real sons - sons by a new birth. It is good to be an adopted son, but ah! to be a real son of God, having the same spirit, features, joys, this is the full bliss of being a Christian. When a rich man adopts a beggar boy into his family, and takes him for a son, he not only clothes him, and feeds him, but he educates him as his child. He puts him under a teacher to rid him of old habits, to put a new spirit in him, the spirit of his own child. This is what God does with all that receive Christ. When a sinner flees to Christ, God not only puts the best robe on him, and embraces him, and seats him at His table, but he sends forth the Spirit of His Son into his heart. The same almighty Spirit that dwelleth in His own bosom, and in His Son, the Spirit that was given to Jesus without measure, He sends into the poor pardoned sinner's heart, to make him a son indeed, "born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God". Surely if men knew what God is willing to do for them in Christ, they could not so lightly esteem the Rock of their salvation. O sinner! God is willing to take out your old alienated heart, and to give you the heart of one of His own weaned children. He is willing to give you the Spirit of Christ, to change you into His image, to make you like Him now and in eternity. Surely it may be said to every soul that despiseth Christ, "Woe unto thee, O Jerusalem! wilt thou not be made clean? when shall it once be?" (Jeremiah 13:27).

SAVING FAITH THE GIFT OF GOD 
Ephesians 2:8
Robert Murray M'Cheyne
(1813-1843)



"By grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God" EPHESIANS 2:8

MOST MEN try to lay God under a debt to save them. They work for salvation instead of working from it. They "go about to establish their own righteousness". In this way worldly people seek eternal life: "What shall we do, that we might work the works of God?" (John 6:28). Although in words they renounce all pretence of any worth in themselves or in their duties, yet they have a secret hope of recommending themselves to God by their decency, sobriety, and religious performances. In this way those who have a little concern for their souls, like the young ruler, seek for eternal life: "Good Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life?" (Matthew 19:16). His earnest desire was to make himself appear righteous before God. In this way, also, those who are under the deepest concern often wander in search of pardon and peace. Perhaps there may be traces of this feeling in the anxious question of the poor jailor, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved" (Acts 16:30); and in the piercing cry of the prostrate Saul, "Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?" (Acts 9:6). Certain it is that self-righteousness is the worst and longest-lived viper in the human breast. Most men under convictions are very unwilling to throw away all self-confidence. They are not willing to despair of ever being fair in the sight of God in themselves. They shrink back from the idea of being lost and undone, for anything that they can do. They do not like to venture to lie helpless and without a plea at the feet of a sovereign God. How solemn to a sinner in such a state should these words be, "By grace ye are saved through faith; and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God"!

1. Salvation is by grace. When a man chooses an apple off a tree, he generally chooses the ripest, the one that promises best. It is not so with God in choosing the soul He saves. He does not choose those that have sinned least, those that are most willing to be saved; He often chooses the vilest of men, "to the praise of the glory of his grace". This is proved by the instances given in the Bible of brands plucked out of the burning. Why did God choose Manasseh, who "caused his children to pass through the fire", set "a carved image in the house of God", and filled Jerusalem with the blood of holy men, while many of his deluded people, who had sinned far less, perished? (2 Chronicles 33). Why did God save Zaccheus the hoary-headed swindler, "the chief of the publicans"? (Luke 19: 1-10). Why did Jesus tell the Pharisees, "the publicans, and the harlots go into the kingdom of God before you"? Why did Jesus enter into the pearly gates of paradise with a poor thief, who had never done anything but sin up to his last hour? (Luke 23:43, comp. Matthew 27:44). Why did He leave the other thief, who was no worse than his fellow (both were hell-deserving), to sink into perdition within an arm's length of an Almighty Saviour? All these things happened unto them for ensamples, to show us that God saves according to the good pleasure of His will, not for our goodness, but to show His own free adorable grace. 

The same thing is proved by the experience of every child of God. Who that has ever "tasted that the Lord is gracious", does not feel a response in their bosom to the declaration of a simple believer, "Had He not chosen me before I was born, He had never seen reason to choose me afterwards There was nothing in me to attract the love of God. "Behold, even to the moon and it shineth not, yea, the stars are not pure in his sight; how much less man that is a worm, and the son of man which is a worm." He loves what is pure, holy, heavenly; but "I am carnal, sold under sin". There was every thing in me to drive God away. "God is angry with the wicked every day" (Psalm 7:11). He was angry with me. His whole nature abhorred me, for I was under Adam's sin; I was shapen in iniquity; every member of my body, every faculty of my soul, had been only the servant of sin. Yet He came over all these mountains to my soul. I said, Art thou come to torment me before the time? I desire not the knowledge of thy ways. But He made me willing in the day of His power. Glory, glory, glory, to the Father who chose me, the Son who died for me, and the Spirit who quickened me. Salvation is of the Lord, and it is all of grace. 

2. Salvation is through faith. When David Brainerd was under conviction of sin, the corruption of his heart was dreadfully irritated by this, that faith alone was the condition of salvation. Of this very text he used to say, "It is a hard saying: who can bear it?". Another thing that kept him in misery was this, "I could not find out what faith was, or what it was to believe, and come to Christ. I read the calls of Christ to the weary and heavy laden, but could find no way that He directed them to come in." This is a difficulty which almost every inquiring sinner feels. It is probable that Satan often uses it as a fiery dart to keep poor sinners away from Christ. The only way really to know what faith is, is to experience it. In one part of the word it is described as "knowing" "This is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent" (John 17:3). A true realizing knowledge of God, and of Christ as the sent of God, is saving faith. Have I this knowledge, O my soul? I was born like a wild ass's colt. God was not in all my thoughts. I did not like to retain God in my knowledge. But it pleased God to reveal His Son in me. Flesh and blood could not reveal Him unto me, but my Father who is in heaven. He has opened to me the way of salvation, so that I see its wisdom, excellency, and freeness; I cannot but believe, a this I humbly trust is that faith which is the gift of God.

Again, it is described as discovering the beauty and excellency of Christ: "In that day shall the branch of the Lord be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and comely for them that are escaped of Israel" (Isaiah 4:2). A real discovery of the glory, suitableness, and freeness of the Lord Jesus Christ in the soul, is saving faith. Natural men know what it is to get a discovery of a beautiful countenance, and the natural heart immediately glows with admiration. None but believers know what it is to get a discovery of the fair face of Him who is "fairer than the children of men", and to have the heart filled with all joy and peace in believing. Has this discovery been made to me? Can I say, "Whom, having not seen, I love; in whom, though now I see him not, but believing, I rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory"? Once I saw no form nor comeliness in Jesus, no beauty that I should desire Him. But He came like a roe or a young hart, leaping on the mountains, skipping on the hills. He stood behind our wall, He looked in at the window, showing Himself through the lattice. He showed me His hands and His feet pierced for sinners. He showed me that there was room beneath His shining righteousness. He showed me His heart, the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever; and now I cannot but say, He is to me beautiful and glorious, excellent and comely. If there were ten thousand other ways of pardon, I would pass them all by, and flee to Him. He is altogether lovely. This I trust is saving faith, which is the gift of God. 

	"Amazing grace! (how sweet the sound!)
That saved a wretch like me:
I once was lost, but now am found;
Was blind, but now I see. 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear
The hour, I first believed! 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares,
I have already come;
'Tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home."


THE PEACE OF ZION'S CHILDREN 
Isaiah 54:13
Robert Murray M'Cheyne
(1813-1843)



"All thy children shall be taught of the Lord, and great shall be the peace of thy children." ISAIAH 54:13

WHEN THE JEWS are brought again to Zion, and converted to God, they will be an example of a people, "all taught of the Lord". God says, Jeremiah 31:34, "They shall all know me, from the least of them even unto the greatest of them". And again, Isaiah 60:21, "Thy people shall be all righteous". They are to be the first example of a "righteous nation". In some of our well-ordered parishes, we see a people all taught of man; but, ah! how much ignorance, deceit, and wickedness are lying below the surface. But all the children of zion shall be taught of the Lord, and, therefore, they will be a people of great peace, and great holiness. 

Such is the case of spiritual Zion at this moment. They are all taught, not of man, nor of angel, but of the Lord, and their peace passeth all understanding.

1. Meditate on the great teacher, the Lord. He alone knows divine things as they are. Ministers have but glimpses into the eternal world. They see but little of sin, of the shortness of time, of the depth of hell, of the love of God of the person, work, and grace of Christ. Therefore they cannot teach effectually. Books also are infinitely imperfect. The best of them are but sparks from the Bible, mingled with human darkness. But the Lord knows all things as they are. "All things are naked and laid open to the eyes of him with whom we have to do." He knows our infinite guilt- hell and destruction are before Him. He knows the Son. "No man knoweth the Son but the Father." He knows) "The love of Christ, that passeth knowledge". He then can make it known. O my soul hast thou been taught of the Lord? Again, He alone can teach the heart. Man can speak to the ear, to the understanding, to the memory, God alone to the heart. The reason why human teaching does not convey saving light to the soul is, that the heart is dead. The carnal mind is enmity against God, and against everything that comes from God; and, therefore, when the truth is presented, the worldly heart draws the mind away from beholding it. But when the Lord is teaching, He touches the heart, and it melts under His hand. He awakens concern in the dead soul, so that the person runs to hear the word preached. He makes the soul willing in the day of His power. He makes salvation, by Christ, clear to the mind, and sweet to the heart, in the same happy moment. None can teach like God. He can teach a child, or an idiot, or an old man. Is any thing too hard for the Lord? "O send forth thy light and thy truth, let them lead me, let them guide me." 

2. What is divine teaching? It is not mere head-knowledge of divine things. Many have great knowledge of the Bible, have read it all, studied much of it, learned much of it by heart; they know the Catechism well, they have a just notion of divinity; some have great knowledge of books, of Boston, and Willison, and Flavel; some maybe great judges of sermons, able to discriminate between legal and evangelical preachers; alas! all this may be, and more, without one spark of divine teaching. Alas! how many ministers have there been like the finger-post that points the way, but does not go. No doubt Judas had a clear knowledge of divinity, and could preach well, yet Jesus said he was a devil. We know that Satan has great knowledge of the Bible, and yet he only trembles.

What then is divine teaching? It is God giving the soul a sense of the wondrous beauty, excellence, and sweetness of the way of salvation by Christ. "Open thou mine eyes that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law." Take an example in one of the most eminent saints that ever lived. "The first instance that I remember, of that sort of inward sweet delight in God and divine things, that I have lived much in since, was on reading these words, 1 Timothy 1: 17, 'Now, unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen.' As I read these words, there came into my soul, and was as it were diffused through it, a sense of the glory of the divine Being; a new sense, quite different from anything I ever experienced before. Never any words of scripture seemed to me as these words did. I thought with myself, how excellent a Being that was, and how happy I should be if I might enjoy that God, and be rapt up to Him in heaven, and be as it were swallowed up in Him for ever! I kept saying, and as it were singing over these words of Scripture to myself; and went to pray to God that I might enjoy Him; and prayed in a manner quite different from what I used to do, with a new sort of affection. But it never came into my thought that there was anything spiritual or of a saving nature in this. From about that time, I began to have a new kind of apprehensions and ideas of Christ, and the work of redemption, and the glorious way of salvation by Him. An inward sweet sense of these things, at times, came into my heart; and my soul was led away in pleasant views and contemplations of them." 

Ah! this is divine teaching. This is the teaching that brings us to the foot of Christ, like the woman which was a sinner. Before, we are perplexed about coming to Christ, believing on Christ, closing with Christ; but now it is all sweet and easy; we cannot but believe on Jesus. This is teaching that fills the bosom with all joy and peace. It gives "great peace", "peace like a river", "joy unspeakable and full of glory". This is the teaching that sanctifies. A man may have the head-knowledge of an angel, and the heart of a devil. But when God touches the heart He makes all things new.

ARGUMENT TO PRAYER FOR THE SPIRIT 
Luke 11:13
Robert Murray M'Cheyne
(1813-1843)



If ye then; being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children; how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? LUKE 11: 13

JESUS DESIRES all His disciples to pray for the Holy Spirit. He knows that we cannot believe at the first, nor continue believing without this precious gift. He knows that our soul cannot live, love, resist the devil, mortify the deeds of the body, nor overcome the world, without this living water; therefore does He urge His people to ask, seek, and knock. He is still saying to poor sinners, "If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water" (John 4: 10).

1. Earthly fathers, who are evil, give good gifts to their children. This is a fact in human nature. The most wicked fathers are often kind to their offspring. In some countries it is true, Satan has shown his infernal power in destroying the parental affections, so that the Hindoo mother has been known to plunge her sickly infant into the Ganges, or even to hurry it, while yet alive, into a grave dug with her own hands, and to trample the ground over it with her own feet. "The dark places of the earth are full of the habitations of cruelty." In general, however, there is, even in the bosom of savage men, a chord of tenderest love toward their little ones. The wild Indian of America will bring home from the woods the most brilliant feather to deck the brow of his prattling boy; and the rude Greenlander will brave the icy blast to provide a scanty meal for his tender children. You must break a father's heart in pieces, before you can break asunder that mysterious bond of love that binds him to his child. Earthly fathers who are evil give good gifts to their children. 

2. How much more shall God, who is a good Father, give the Holy Spirit. God excels an earthly father in two respects:

(i) He is wise, "the only wise God". Earthly fathers are short-sighted men. They do not know the wants of their children, nor do they know the best time and way of supplying these wants. They often give to their children when they should withhold, they pamper their humours, and spoil their dispositions; they often withhold when they should give, and provoke their children to fretfulness. But God is a wise Father. "The Father of spirits" knows our frame, and remembers that we are dust. He knows our minutest wants, and He knows the very best time and way of supplying them. Above all, He knows our need of the Holy Spirit. He knows that we are naturally dead in trespasses and sins. He knows that a vail is over our hearts - He knows that our faith is weak - and that our enemies are too many for us, and too strong. He knows the temptations and afflictions to which we are called. He knows the manner and measure of the Spirit's help – which we need to keep us from falling. 

(ii) God is love. God has a natural love to a soul in Christ. Earthly fathers love their children, but O how coldly compared with God's love. In Isaiah 49:15 it is preferred above a mother's love: "Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the son of her womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee." There is no love in this world like a mother's love. It is a free, unbought, unselfish love. She cannot account for it. You cannot change it. You must break to pieces the mother's heart before you will change it. It is the fullest love with which a creature can love. She loves with all her heart. But the love of God to a soul in Christ is far above a mother's love. It is a love ingrained in His nature, and God must change before His love can change. It is a full love. The whole heart of the Father is as it were continually showered down in love upon the Lord Jesus. And when a sinner comes into Christ the same love rests upon that soul (see John 17:26). When the sun showers down its beams on the wide ocean, and on a little flower at the same time, it is the same sunshine that is poured into both, though the ocean has vastly larger capacity to receive its glorious beams. So when the Son of God receives the love of His Father, and a poor guilty worm hides in Him, it is the same love that comes both on the Saviour and the sinner, though Jesus is able to receive infinitely more. In Psalm 103:13, God's love is compared to a father's love: "Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear him." His love combines all the tenderness of a mother's, and all the wisdom of a father's love. How surely then will He give the Holy Spirit to every one of His children that ask Him. Far more surely than an earthly father gives bread to his hungry children. This is good news for my weary soul. I am like David in the wilderness (Psalm 63 title), "My soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is". "My soul followeth hard after thee; thy right hand upholdeth me." All my grace comes from thee. Thou didst begin the good work in me when I was an enemy, wilt thou not carry it on, now that I am a child? Thou didst pour down the Spirit when I was like the dry ground, wilt thou not water me every moment now that I am a plant though a feeble one, of thine own planting? Hear the divine answer, O my soul, and be still! "I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely, for mine anger is turned away from him. I will be as the dew unto Israel" (Hosea 14:4-5).

SAVIOUR PRAYING FOR THE COMFORTER 
JOHN 14:16
Robert Murray M'Cheyne
(1813-1843)



And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever. JOHN 14:16

HOW MUCH of the majesty of Christ shines in these words! What a divine sweetness breathes in them! He knows his own mind, he knows the mind of his Father, he knows the mind of the Spirit, and, therefore, he speaks with a holy certainty. I will pray the Father shall give, the Spirit will abide with you for ever. We should receive His words with the same sweet certainty as that with which they were spoken.

1. Observe what Christ will do. "I will pray the Father." This shows that Christ is not dead. He was dead, but He is now alive for evermore. The dead do not pray; the lips that are sealed in death are silent lips. But Jesus says, "I will pray the Father". He looks beyond his agony in the garden, and on the cross; He looks beyond His rocky sepulchre; and, as if He had nothing to do but to step into the presence of his Father, He says, "I will pray the Father". 

Again, this shows the constancy of Christ's love. When a friend is going away to a far land - an "inner friend" – a praying friend, we say to him we are going to the ship, "Now you will never forget us", and he says, "No I never will, I will pray for you". O! such a friend is Christ. He is one born for adversity, a friend that sticketh closer than a brother. At times we are cast down when we think of His glory, and our meanness; of His being the very Sun of heaven, and we a vile worm on the earth; but be not faithless but believing. I will never forget you, He says, even when I am at the right hand of the Father I will pray for you. 

2. Observe what the Father will do. "He shall give you another Comforter". We learn from these words the certainty of the gift of the Holy Spirit. How confidently Jesus speaks, "No man knoweth the Father but the Son, and he to whom the Son shall reveal him". If an angel had come and said, the "Father shall give you another Comforter", we might have doubted; for, how does an angel know what the Father will give? But Jesus is "the true and faithful Witness", He had "come from God, and went to God"; and He says with a divine boldness, "The Father shall give". Ah! how many Christians seem never to have received the Comforter. How many have no sweet sense of forgiveness. How many have no close walk with God. Ministers constantly bless their flocks, saying, "The communion of the Holy Ghost be with you all". How few seem really to possess it. Why is this? It is because of unbelief. You do not fully realize this truth, "We have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous" - You do not believe that the Father delights to give the Spirit, in answer to the prayer of his Son. You do not live upon that promise, Isaiah 49:8, "In an acceptable time have I heard thee".

Again, observe that word, "another Comforter". Jesus was the first Comforter. He came "to comfort all that mourn"; His words were all "good words, and comfortable words"; His blood was peace-speaking blood. He had comforted the disciples by the way, by the well, and on the stormy sea. But now He must go His way to Him that sent Him. He leaves this word behind, "I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter)). "He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not With him, also, freely give us all things." Enter into this argument, O my soul! He that gave the first Comforter for sinners will surely give the second Comforter to His dear children. 

3. Observe what the Comforter will do. "Abide with you for ever." Jesus and His Spirit are one. He knew what is the mind of the Spirit. He also knew what is in man - the unbelieving, inconstant, unholy heart of man, and yet he says the Comforter shall abide with you for ever. Sometimes a young believer is cast down by this thought, "How do I know that my faith shall not fail me; the vail of unbelief may cover my heart again, perhaps in the hour of temptation, perhaps in a dying hour". Here is the answer, Jesus will pray, the Father will give, and the Comforter will abide with you for ever. Observe this in a singular instance, Luke 22:31. "Simon, Simon, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat, but I have prayed for thee that thy faith fail not." Be not afraid, only believe, all things are possible to him that believeth. He that was the Author will be the Finisher of your faith.

Sometimes a young believer is sadly cast down by a discovery of the plague of his own heart. When he looks into the smoking volcano that is in his own bosom, he begins to tremble lest after all he become a cast-away. Take these two directions: (i) Be humbled in the dust under your body of sin and death, but do not despair. Paul had the same, and all true Christians have the same. Make this resolution your own, "Resolved never to give over, nor in the least to slacken my fight with my corruptions, however unsuccessful I may be". (ii) Believe in the Comforter. Keep your eye fixed on Christ, on His wounds out of which the blood flowed, that cleanseth from all sin; on His lips that pray so sweetly for His own (Song 5:16). Wait for "that holy Spirit of promise". He alone can make you holy; and He will do it, for faithful is He that promised.

SAVED THROUGH MERCY, NOT WORKS 
Titus 3:5-6
Robert Murray M'Cheyne
(1813-1843)



Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost; which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Titus 3:5-6

1. THE WAY OF PARDON. When a soul is under conviction of sin, he feels that God is angry with him every day. The soul sinks down into a gloomy condition, "the sorrows of death compass him, and the pains of hell get hold upon him". When God visits this soul in mercy, He does it by revealing something in the heart of the Lord Jesus Christ; He makes "the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appear" (verse 4). The Spirit pours a beam of light upon the face of Jesus. He shows how He pitied the lost, came for the lost, obeyed and died in the room of the lost, and that the guiltiest of men may freely receive Him as his Saviour. The sinner beholds the Lamb of God, and his bosom is filled with peace in believing. Now this is what is meant in these words, "According to his mercy he saved us".

1. Some souls are seeking salvation "by works of righteousness". You take great pains in religious duties, you read the Word and pray, you feed the hungry, and clothe the naked, in order to make up for past sins, and to lay God under obligation to save you. From these words it is plain that you have mistaken the way to heaven; this way is blocked up; it is "not by works of righteousness which we have done". "If righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain" (Galatians 2:2 1). 

2. How are we to be saved? It is by "the appearing of the love and kindness of God our Saviour". You think that you must do something to change God's mind toward you, whereas Christ our great High Priest has, by the one offering up of Himself, done all that needs to be done, or that ever can be done, to open the way of reconciliation to God. God is "ready to forgive" (Psalm 86:5). Learn not to look in but to look out for peace. You are poring over your dark history, and your still darker bosom; you are straining your eyes to discover some gleam of light there. This is vain. Who ever sought the light of the rising sun by gazing into a dungeon? Look out upon the kindness and love of God our Saviour. It is a discovery of the person, offices, beauty, finished work, and freeness of God our Saviour, that fills the heart with peace, and the mouth with praise.

"My terrors all vanished before His sweet name,
My guilty fears banished, with boldness I came
To drink at the fountain life-giving and free,
Jehovah Tsidkenu is all things to me."

2. The way of holiness. "He saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost." (i) It is a "washing". The work of the Spirit on the pardoned heart is called washing, because it is a making clean. The natural heart is polluted and vile; no streams of nature can wash it clean, no good resolutions, or vows, or endeavours can change the carnal heart, Jeremiah 13:23. The Holy Spirit alone can do this. (ii) It is "the washing of regeneration", or of a new birth. It is no outward washing of the body, but an inward change upon the soul; no baptism with water, but baptism with the Holy Ghost. Ah! how often have I washed the body clean; have I ever experienced the washing of regeneration? I was once washed in the water of baptism, have I been baptized with the Holy Ghost also? (iii) It is a constant washing. The water that Christ gives shall be within the soul, "a well of water springing up into everlasting life" (John 4:14). Most places, when well washed, keep clean for a time. Not so the heart of man; it is a vile sink of iniquity. The "river of water of life" must be turned into it, and made to flow perpetually through it. We must be watered every moment. Oh! happy soul that has got the Fountain of living waters within. We do not know our deceitful heart if we do not feel our need of an unceasing well of the Spirit to purify us from all filthiness. (iv) It is "a renewing of the Holy Ghost". When a house has become crazy and insecure, no repairs will do it any good. It must be taken down and built up again. Such a house is the heart of a sinner. It is past all repair. The leprosy of sin is ingrained in the walls of it. It must be taken down and built up again. This is the "renewing of the Holy Ghost". When there has been a long and severe winter the trees stand bare and leaf less; they are in a manner dead, and cannot bear fruit. If the winter were to continue they would really die. But when summer breathes upon them again, the juicy sap ascends into the branches in full and mighty stream, "the fig-tree puts forth its green figs, and the vines with the tender grape give a good smell". The face of the earth is renewed) Psalm 104:30. Such a dead plant is the heart of a sinner. A Christless state is the winter of the soul. But when Christ is revealed, when the soul comes into the love of god, when the Spirit is sent forth into the heart, the soul becomes a new creature, and sings, "I am like a green olive tree in the house of god". Lastly, "The Spirit is shed on us abundantly". Christians often complain that there are few drops of the Spirit falling in our day. Alas, there is too great cause for this complaint. Yet in one view it is not true. Wherever there is a single believer, there the Spirit is shed abundantly. When I look at the whole world lying in wickedness, and the thousand snares laid for my soul in every path when I listen to the roaring of the lion who walketh about seeking whom he may devour; and above all, when I look in upon the law in my members warring against the law of my mind, I am tempted to cry, "I shall one day perish by the hand of Saul". If I had legions of angels on my side they could not hold me up. No created arm can keep me from falling. But Jesus says, "My grace is sufficient for thee". He sheds the Holy Ghost abundantly. What a constant dropping of the rain, what a constant springing of the well, what a full inflowing of the river of God is needed to hold up my helpless soul. Glory to God for an indwelling Sanctifier. "Now unto him who is able to keep me from falling, and to present me faultless before the present of his glory with exceeding joy, to the only wise God our Saviour be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen."

GOSPEL NOT IN WORD BUT IN POWER 
I Thessalonians1:5
Robert Murray M'Cheyne
(1813-1843)



For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake I THESSALONIANS 1:5.

THRICE HAPPY MINISTER who can address his people in these delightful words. Oh! that all our ministers could with truth say this. Why is it not so? Surely if we are determined, like Paul, "to know nothing among them but Christ Jesus and him crucified" if we are filled with the same Holy Spirit, if we live the same devoted life, and carry the same message night and day with tears, we ought to be able to use these precious words. "He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again bearing his sheaves with him." The day of Pentecost was the time of the first-fruits. The day of ingathering is yet to come. The apostles had the former rain. We wait for the time of the latter rain.

1. Let us meditate on an unsuccessful ministry. The gospel comes to the people in word only. How often a faithful minister preaches the gospel, and the people seem to drink it in with joy! A beam of natural eloquence lights up all he says, or he has a gentle pathetic strain which rivets their attention. But no saving effects are seen to follow. No hearts are broken, no souls added to the church of such as shall be saved. So it was with Ezekiel: "Lo! thou art unto them as a very lovely song of one that hath a pleasant voice, and can play well on an instrument: for they hear thy words, but they do them not" (Ezekiel 33:32). These are they that receive the word into stony places; they hear the word, and anon, with joy receive it, yet have they not root in themselves, but dure only for a while.

Oh! my soul, art thou contented to receive the gospel in word only? Can a hungry man be fed by the smell of the viands? Or can a beggar turn rich by hearing the sound of money? And can my hungry soul find rest by hearing the tinkling of the gospel cymbals? Alas! it is a fearful thing to drop into hell under the sound of gospel mercy. 

But there are some who not only hear the gospel, but know the gospel; and yet it comes to them in word only. How many a child is brought up under godly parents, well catechized in divine truth, well disciplined in the Bible? They understand the gospel scheme. They have all knowledge; no point is new to them. And yet they have no spiritual sight; no tasting and seeing that Christ is good; no rock below their feet; no sitting with great delight under the shadow of the apple-tree. Ah! these are the most miserable of all unconverted hearers. They will sink lower than Capernaum. Ah! how many children of ministers, how many sabbath-school teachers, how many preachers of the gospel may know, that the gospel has come to them in word only, and never in power. Alas! how sad is it to perish pointing to the city of refuge, to preach to others, and then to be a castaway. But there is a more excellent way. Turn we now to meditate on – 

2. A successful ministry. "Our gospel came unto you in power." What a powerless thing the gospel sometimes appears. The minister is half ashamed of it. The people slumber under its most affecting statements. Again, at another time, the gospel is evidently "the power of god unto salvation". An unseen power accompanies the preached word, and the sanctuary is felt to be the house of god, and the very gate of heaven. Then the word of Jeremiah is fulfilled: "Is not my word like as a fire? saith the Lord; and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces?" (Jeremiah 23:29). Then stout-hearted sinners are awakened. Old, and middle-aged, and little children, are made to cry, What must I do to be saved? An awful stillness pervades the assembly. The arrows ofthe King of zion are sharp in the heart of the King's enemies and the people are brought down under him. Oh! sinner, has the gospel come thus in power to you? Has the hammer of the word broken your rocky heart? Has the fire of the word melted your icy heart? Has the voice that is "like the noise of many waters" spoken peace to your soul?

"Our gospel came unto you in the Holy Ghost." It is He, the third person of the blessed Godhead, that makes the gospel come with power. It was He who "moved upon the face of the waters", when this world was without form and void, and brought life and beauty out of a dead world, Genesis 1:2. It is He that moves over the face of nature still, when the winter is past, and brings the fresh life of spring out of the cold bosom of the ground, Psalm 104:30. But most of all, it is the Holy Spirit's work to take away the vail from the hearts of sinners, so that they turn to the Lord, 2 Corinthians 3:16. The carnal mind has got such enmity to God, the unconverted sinner is so dead in trespasses and sins, the natural man is so stupid in divine things, that there must be the work of the Almighty Spirit – quickening, enlightening, and making willing - before the sinner will cleave to Jesus. 

Oh! sinner, has the Holy Spirit come to you? Sweet is the peace which they enjoy who are taught by Him. When it is a dry time, ministers labour in vain; they spend their strength for nought and in vain. They feel like one standing on the sea-shore, speaking to the hard rocks, or the raging waves, or the tameless winds. But when the Holy Spirit comes, the weakest instruments are mighty, "mighty, through God, to the pulling down of strongholds". Oh pray for such a blessed time. 

"Our gospel came unto you in much assurance." This is the effect on the soul, when the word comes with power, carried home by the Holy Ghost. The soul thus taught has a sweet certainty of the truth of the great things revealed in the gospel. When a man contemplates the sun, he feels a certainty that it is not the work of man but of God. So when a sinner gets anointed eyes, he sees a glorious beauty and fullness in Christ, so that his heart is filled with a sweet certainty of the truth of the gospel. He does not ask for evidences. He sees enough of evidence in Christ Himself He says, I am all guilt: thou art Jehovah my righteousness. I am all weakness: thou art Jehovah my banner. I am all emptiness: in thee dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. "I am my Beloved's, and my Beloved is mine. He feedeth among the lilies." It is this that fills the bosom with all joy and peace. It is this that gives a sweet sense of forgiveness and nearness to God. It is this that enables us to pray. Now we can say, "My soul shall make her boast in the Lord". "I know that my Redeemer liveth." "Who shall separate me from the love of Christ?" This is the gospel coming in much assurance. Oh! happy minister that can take up these words of Paul, and say, "our gospel came not unto you", etc. That people is thy joy here, and shall be thy crown throughout eternity.

