DISTINCT DOCTRINAL THEOLOGY 
J.C. Ryle 



Mark what I say; if you want to DO GOOD in these times, you must throw aside indecision and take up a sharply cut, doctrinal religion. If you believe little, those to whom you try to do good will believe nothing. The victories of Christianity, wherever they havebeenwon, havebeenwon by distinct theology; by telling men roundly of Christ's vicarious death and sacrifice; by showing them Christ's substitution on the cross and His precious blood; by teaching them justification by faith and bidding them believe on a crucified Savior; by preaching ruin by sin, redemption by Christ, regeneration by the Spirit; by lifting up the brazen serpent, by telling men to look and live, to believe, repent, and be converted. This-this is the only teaching which for eighteen centuries God has honored with success and is honoring at the present day, both at home and abroad. let the clever advocates of a broad and undogmatic theology (the preachers of the gospel of earnestness and sincerity and cold morality), let them, I say, show us at this day any English village or parish or city or town or district which has been evangelized without "dogma", by their principle. They cannot do it and they never will. Christianity without distinct doctrine is a powerless thing. It may be beautifull to some minds, but it is childless and barren. There is no getting over facts. The good that is done in the earth may be comparatively small. Evil may abound and ignorant impatience may murmur and cry out that Christianity has failed. But depend on it, if we want to "do good" and shake the world, we must fight with the old apostolic weapons and stick to "dogma" No dogma, no fruits! No positive evangelical docrine, no evangelization!

COVETOUSNESS
J. C. Ryle



Greatness and riches are a perilous possession for the soul. Those who seek to have them know not what they seek. They lead men into many temptations. They are likely to fill the heart with pride, and to chain the affections down to things below. "Not many mighty, not many noble are called." "How hardly shall they that have riches enter intothe kingdom of God" (I Cor. 1:26; Mk. 10:23).

Do we envy the rich and the great? Does our heart sometimes say, "oh, that I had their place, and rank, and substance?" Let us beware of giving way to such feelings. The very wealth which we admire may be gradually sinking its possessors down into hell. A little more money might be our ruin. Like Herod, we might run into every excess of wickedness and cruelty. "Take heed, and beware of covetousness. "Be content with such things as ye have" (Lk. 12:15; Heb. 13:5).

We are most of us far too ready to "seek great things" in this world: let us "seek them not" (Jer. 45:5). To have a place and a title and a position in society is not nearly so important as people think. It is a great sin to be covetous and worldly and proud: but it is no sin to be poor. It matters not so much what money we have, and where we live, as what we are in the sight of God. Where are we going when we die? Shall we live forever in heaven? These are the main things to which we should attend.



John 3:16
J.C. Ryle



"God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life."–John 3:16

There are few texts better known than that which heads this page. Its words are probably familiar to our ears. We have very likely heard them, or read them, or quoted them, a hundred times. But have we ever considered what a vast amount of divinity this text contains? No wonder that Luther called it "the Bible in miniature!"-And have we ever considered the word which forms the turning-point of the text, and the immensely solemn question which arises out of it? The word I refer to is "believeth." The Lord Jesus says, "Whosoever believeth shall not perish." Now, DO WE BELIEVE? 

Questions about religion are seldom popular. They frighten people. They oblige them to look within, and to think. The insolvent tradesman does not like his books to be searched. The faithless steward does not like his accounts to be examined. And the unconverted Christian does not like to be asked home-questions about his soul. 

But questions about religion are very useful. The Lord Jesus Christ asked many questions during His ministry on earth. The servant of Christ ought not to be ashamed to do likewise. Questions about things necessary to salvation,-questions which probe the conscience, and bring men face to face with God,-such questions often bring life and health to souls. I know few questions more important than the one which arises out of this text:-DO WE BELIEVE? 

The question before us is no easy one to answer. It will not do to thrust it aside by the off-hand answer, "Of course I believe." True belief is no such "matter of course" as many suppose. Myriads of Protestants and Roman Catholics are constantly saying on Sundays, " I believe" who know nothing whatever of believing. They cannot explain what they mean. They neither know what, nor, in whom, they believe. They can give no account of their faith. A belief of this kind is utterly useless. It can never satisfy, nor sanctify, nor save.
NEVER!
J. C. Ryle 



"I will never leave you nor forsake you"

Let every believer grasp these words and store them up in his heart. Keep them ready, and have them fresh in your memory; you will want them one day. The Philistines will be upon you, the hand of sickness will lay you low, the king of terrors will draw near, the valley of the shadow of death will open up before your eyes. Then comes the hour when you will find nothing so comforting as a text like this, nothing so cheering as a real sense of God's companionship. 

Stick to that word, "never". It is worth its weight in gold. Cling to it as a drowning man clings to a rope. Grasp it firmly, as a soldier attacked on all sides grasps his sword. God has said, and He will stand to it, "I will never leave you, nor forsake you." 

NEVER! Though your heart be often faint, and you are sick of self, and your many failures and infirmities overwhelm you – even then the promise will not fall. 

NEVER! Though the devil whispers, "I shall have you at last; yet a little time and your faith will fail, and you will be mine." Even then the Word of God will stand. 

NEVER! When the cold chill of death is creeping over you, and friends can do no more, and you are starting on that journey from which there is no return - even then Christ will not forsake you. 

NEVER! When the day of judgment comes, and the books are opened, and the dead are rising from their graves, and eternity is beginning – even then the promise will bear all your weight; Christ will not leave His hold on your soul. 

Oh believing reader, trust in the Lord for ever, for He says, "I will never leave you." Lean back all your weight upon Him, do not be afraid. Glory in His promise. Rejoice in the strength of your consolation. You may say boldly, "The Lord is my Helper, I will not fear."

A WARNING: 
J.C. RYLE 



"And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him, saying, if thou be Christ, save thyself and us. But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss. And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom. And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise."–Luke 23:39-43

There is warning, as well as comfort in these verses, and that is a very solemn warning, too. They tell me loudly, that two men may have the same opportunities of getting good for their souls, may be placed in the same position, see the same things and hear the same things, and yet only one of the two shall take advantage of them, repent, believe and be saved.

They tell me, above all, that repentance and faith are the gifts of God and are not in a man's own power; and that if any one flatters himself he can repent at his own time, choose his own season, seek the Lord when he pleases and, like the penitent thief, be saved at the very last, he may find at length he is greatly deceived.

And it is good and profitable to bear this in mind. There is an immense amount of delusion in the world on this very subject. I see many allowing life to slip away, quite unprepared to die. I see many allowing that they ought to repent, but always pulling off their own repentance. And I believe one grand reason is, that most men suppose they can turn to God just when they like! They wrest the parable of the labourer in the vineyard, which speaks of the eleventh hour, and use it as it never was meant to be used. They dwell on the pleasant part of the verses I am now considering, and forget the rest. They talk of the thief that went to paradise and was saved, and they forget the one who died as he lived and was lost.

I entreat every man of common sense who reads this paper to take heed that he does not fall into this mistake. 



THERE ARE MANY WAYS TO HELL 
J.C. Ryle 



A sure way to go to hell is by living and dying without any religion at all. You may live like a beast, prayerless, godless, graceless and faithless. This is a sure way to go to hell.

Another way to go to hell is by taking up some kind of useless religion. You can live and die contenting yourself with a false christianity and rest on a groundless hope. This is probably the most common way to hell that there is today. There are many ways to hell, but only one way to heaven.

A religion is useless in which Jesus Christ is not the principle object. Most people today know nothing about Christ. Their religion is a few vague notions and empty expressions. They say, "I am no worse than others. I go to church when it is convenient. I really don't do anybody any harm. I hope God will be merciful to me." But He won't! God shows no mercy apart from His Son. 

Luke 10:17-20
J.C. Ryle




Suggested further reading: 2 Corinthians 12:1-10 

How ready Christians are to be puffed up with success! (v.17.) There was much false fire in their joy when the seventy returned from their mission. There was evidently self-satisfaction in the report of achievements. 

The lesson is one which all who work for Christ should mark and remember. Success is what all faithful labourers in the gospel field desire. Whether at home or abroad, they long for success. All long to see Satan's kingdom pulled down and souls converted to God. We cannot wonder. The desire is right and good. Let it, however, never be forgotten that the time of success is a time of danger to the Christian soul. The very hearts that are depressed when all things seem against them are often unduly exalted in the day of prosperity. Few men like Samson and can kill a lion without telling others about it (Judg. 14:6). Paul warns of pride in the successful novice (1 Tim. 3:6). Most of Christ's labourers probably have as much success as theirs souls can bear. 

Let us pray much for humility and especially for humility in our days of peace and success. When everything around us seems to prosper and all our plans work well, when family trials and sickness are kept from us, and the course of our worldly affairs run smooth, when our daily crosses are light and all within and without is like a morning without clouds – then, then is the time when our souls are in danger! Then is the time when we have need to be doubly watchful over our own hearts. Then is the time that seeds of evil are sown in us by the devil which may one day astound us by their growth and strength. There are few Christians who can carry a full cup with a steady hand. There are few whose souls prosper in their days of uninterrupted success. We are ready to think that our own might and our own wisdom have procured us the victory. In the midst of our triumphs let us cry to God for humility. 




For meditation: As blessing is the sovereign gift of God (I Cor. 3:6) only God should receive praise for it. 

"GROWING IN GRACE"
J.C. Ryle



When I speak of "growth in grace" I only mean increase in the degree, size, strength, vigor, and power of the graces which the Holy Spirit plants in a believer's heart. I hold that everyone of those graces admits of growth, progress, and'increase. I hold that repentance, faith, hope, love, humility, zeal, courage, and the like may be little or great, strong or weak, vigorous or feeble, and may vary greatly in the same man at different periods of his life.: When: I speak of a man "growing in grace," I mean simply this – that his sense of sin is becoming deeper, his faith stronger, his hope brighter, his love more extensive, his spiritual-mindedness more marked. He feels more of the power of godliness in his own heart. He manifests more of it in his life. He is going on from strength to strength, from faith to faith, and from grace to grace. I think the truest and best account of such a man's condition is this – he is "GROWING IN GRACE."



Fixing Your Faith On Christ
J.C. Ryle



Do you belong to that small class of persons who profess faith in Christ, and are trying, however weakly, to follow Him in the midst of an evil world? I think I know something of what goes on in your hearts. You sometimes feel that you will never persevere to the end, and will some day give up your profession. You often think very bitter things about yourself, and imagine you have no grace at all. I am afraid there are myriads of true Christians in this condition, who go trembling and doubting toward heaven, with Despondency and Much-Afraid, and rearing in Pilgrim's Progress and fear they will never get to the Celestial City at all. But oddly enough, in spite of their groans and doubts and fears, they do not turn back to the city from which they came, they press on, though faint, yet pursuing and they end well. 

Now my advice to all such persons is very simple. Cultivate the habit of fixing your faith more on Jesus Christ, and try to know more of the fulness there is laid up in Him for every one of His believing people. Do not be always examining your imperfections and dissecting your sins. Look up! Look more to your risen Head in heaven, and try to realize more than you do that the Lord Jesus not only died for you, but that He also rose again and that he is ever living at God's right hand as your Priest, your Advocate and your Almighty Friend. When the Apostle Peter walked upon the waters he got on very well as long as his eye was fixed upon his Almighty Master and Savior. But when he looked away to the winds and waves, and considered the weight of his body, he soon began to sink, and cried, "Lord, save me." No wonder that our gracious Lord, while grasping his hand and delivering him from a watery grave, said, "O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?" Alas! Many of us are like Peter, we look away from Jesus, then our hearts faint, and we feel we are sinking. O God, help us to be ever "looking unto Jesus the Author and finisher of our faith" (Hebrews 12:2). (edited, JFB) 



KNOWING CHRIST
J. C. Ryle



. . . that I may know Him. . .–Philippians 3:10

Religion without a knowledge of Christ is like a watch without a mainspring. All endeavors, whatever they may be, will be in vain. But let me not be misunderstood. It is not the mere knowing Christ's name that I mean; it is knowing His mercy, grace, and power. It is not merely the hearing of the ear, but by the experience of your hearts. It is knowing Him as your peace and strength, your life Paid consolation, your Physician and Shepherd, your Savior and your God. 

In Christ alone all fulness dwells (Col. 1:19). In Him alone there is full supply of all that we require for the necessities of our souls. Of ourselves we are all poor, empty creatures; empty of righteousenss and peace; empty of strength, and comfort; empty of corrage and patience; empty of power to stand, or go on, or make progress in this evil world. It is in Christ alone that all these things are to be found; grace, peace, wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption. 

It is just in proportion as we live upon Him that we are strong Christians. It is only when self is nothing and Christ is all our confidence that we are armed for the battle of life, and shall overcome. To live on Christ, to draw all from Christ, to do all in the strength of Christ, to be ever looking unto Christ, this is the secret of spiritual life. 

Christ Jesus is the treasury of our souls. Go to Christ then and find all you will ever need. Do you need a friend? He is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother (Prov. 18:24). Do you feel unworthy because of your sins? Fear not: His blood cleanseth from all sin. Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool (Isa. 1:18). 

Christ says, Come unto me. Then He says, him that cometh I will in no wise cast out. He can be touched with the feeling of our infirmities, for He suffered Himself, being tempted. Surely you will be without excuse if you turn away from such a Savior and Friend as this. If you love life, seek to know Jesus Christ, the only knowledge worth having. 

CHRIST CRUCIFIED
J.C. Ryle



The cross of Christ is the strength of the minister; it is the heart of the gospel. I would not preach a sermon without preaching CHRIST CRUCIFIED. I would feel like a soldier without a weapon, like an artist without a brush, like a ship without a rudder, like a laborer without tools. Let others, if they will, preach law and morality; let others drench their congregations with baptisms and church laws; but GIVE ME THE CROSS OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST! This is the lever which has turned the world upside down. This is the only gospel that will cause men to repent and forsake their sins. This is the only message which can give peace to a troubled soul. And if the cross of Christ will not do it, nothing will. A man may begin preaching with a perfect knowledge of Latin, Greek, and Hebrew; but he will do his hearers no good unless he knows Jesus Christ and Him crucified. A missionary may go forth with compassion for the POOR, tenderness for the SICK, and pity for the ENSLAVED; but he will never relieve poverty of SPIRIT, sickness of SOUL, nor bondage of WILL unless he takes them the gospel of Christ crucified. This is the preaching the Holy Ghost will bless. HE HONORS THOSE WHO HONOR CHRIST CRUCIFIED! 



THE TRUE CHURCH 

J.C. Ryle
Bishop of Liverpool
(1816-1900)


I want you to belong to the one true Church: to the Church outside of which there is no salvation. I do not ask where you go on a Sunday; I only ask, "Do you belong to the one true Church?" 

Where is this one true Church? What is this one true Church like? What are the marks by which this one true Church may be known? You may well ask such questions. Give me your attention, and I will provide you with some answers. 

1. The one true Church IS COMPOSED OF ALL BELIEVERS IN THE LORD JESUS. It is made up of all God's elect – of all converted men and women – of all true Christians. In whomsoever we can discern the election of God the Father, the sprinkling of the blood of God the Son, the sanctifying work of God the Spirit, in that person we see a member of Christ's true Church. 

2. It is a Church OF WHICH ALL THE MEMBERS HAVE THE SAME MARKS. They are all born again of the Spirit; they all possess "repentance towards God, faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ," and holiness of life and conversation. They all hate sin, and they all love Christ. (They worship differently, and after various fashions; some worship with a form of prayer, and some with none; some worship kneeling, and some standing; but they all worship with one heart.) They are all led by one Spirit; they all build upon one foundation; they all draw their religion from one single book – that is the Bible. They are all joined to one great center – that is Jesus Christ. They all even now can say with one heart, "Hallelujah;" and they can all respond with one heart and voice, Amen and Amen. 

3. It is a Church WHICH IS DEPENDENT UPON NO MINISTERS UPON EARTH, however much it values those who preach the gospel to its members. The life of its members does not hang upon Church-membership, or baptism, or the Lord's Supper – although they highly value these things when they are to be had. But it has only one Great Head – one Shepherd, one chief Bishop – and that is Jesus Christ. He alone, By His Spirit, admits the members of this Church, though ministers may show the door. Till He opens the door no man on earth can open it – neither bishops, nor presbyters, nor convocations, nor synods. Once let a man repent and believe the gospel, and that moment he becomes a member of this Church. Like the penitent thief, he may have no opportunity of being baptized; but he has that which is far better than any water-baptism – the baptism of the Spirit. He may not be able to receive the bread and wine in the Lord's Supper;but he eats Christ's body and drinks Christ's blood by faith every day he lives, and no minister on earth can prevent him. He may be ex-communicated by ordained men, and cut off from the outward ordinances of the professing Church; but all the ordained men in the world cannot shut him out of the true Church. 

It is a Church whose existence does not depend on forms, ceremonies, cathedrals, churches, chapels, pulpits, fonts, vestments, organs, endowments, money, kings, governments, magistrates or any act of favor whatsoever from the hand of man. It has often lived on and continued when all these things have been taken from it. It has often been driven into the wilderness, or into dens and caves of the earth, by those who ought to have been its friends. Its existence depends on nothing but the presence of Christ and His Spirit; and they being ever with it, the Church cannot die. 

4. This is the Church TO WHICH THE SCRIPTURAL TITLES OF PRESENT HONOR AND PRIVILEGE, AND THE PROMISES OF FUTURE GLORY ESPECIALLY BELONG; this is the Body of Christ; this is the flock of Christ; this is the household of faith and the family of God; this is God's building, God's foundation, and the temple of the Holy Ghost. This is the Church of the first-born, whose names are written in heaven; this is the royal priesthood, the chosen generation, the peculiar people, the purchased possession, the habitation of God, the light of the world, the salt and the wheat of the earth; this is the "Holy Catholic Church" of the Apostles' Creed; this is the "One Catholic and Apostolic Church" of the Nicene Creed; this is that Church to which the Lord Jesus promises "the gates of hell shall not prevail against it," and to which He says, "I am with you always, even unto the end of the world"(Matt.16:18; 28:2). 

5. This is the only Church WHICH POSSESSES TRUE UNITY. Its members are entirely agreed on all the weightier matters of religion, for they are all taught by one Spirit. About God, and Christ, and the Spirit, and sin, and their own hearts, and faith, and repentance, and necessity of holiness, and the value of the Bible, and the importance of prayer, and the resurrection, and judgment to come – about all these points they are of one mind. Take three or four of them, strangers to one another, from the remotest corners of the earth; examine them separately on these points: you will find them all one judgment. 

6. This is the only Church WHICH POSSESSES TRUE SANCTITY. Its members are all holy. They are not merely holy by profession, holy in name, and holy in the judgment of charity; they are all holy in act, and deed, and reality, and life, and truth. They are all more or less conformed to the image of Jesus Christ. No unholy man belongs to this Church. 

7. This is the only Church WHICH IS TRULY CATHOLIC. It is not the Church of any one nation or people; its members are to be found in every part of the world where the gospel is received and believed. It is not confined within the limits of any one country, or pent up within the pale of any particular forms of outward government. In it there is no difference between Jew and Greek, black man and white, Episcopalian and Presbyterian - but faith in Christ is all. Its members will be gathered from north, and south, and east, and west, and will be of every name and tongue – but all one in Jesus Christ. 

8. This is the only Church WHICH IS TRULY APOSTOLIC. It is built on the foundation laid by the Apostles, and holds the doctrines which they preached. The two grand objects at which its members aim are apostolic faith and apostolic practice; and they consider the man who talks of following the Apostles without possessing these two things to be no better than sounding brass and tinkling cymbal. 

9. This is the only Church WHICH IS CERTAIN TO ENDURE UNTO THE END. Nothing can altogether overthrow and destroy it. Its members may be persecuted, oppressed, imprisoned, beaten, beheaded, burned; but the true Chruch is never altogether extinguished; it rises again from its afflictions; it lives on through fire and water. When crushed in one land it springs up in another. The Pharaohs, the Herods, the Neros, the Bloody Marys, have labored in vain to put down this Church; they slay their thousands, and then pass away and go to their own place. The true Church outlives them all, and sees them buried each in his turn. It is an anvil that has broken many a hammer in this world, and will break many a hammer still; it is a bush which is often burning, and yet it's not consumed. 

10. This is the only Church OF WHICH NO ONE MEMBER CAN PERISH. Once enrolled in the lists of this Church, sinners are safe for eternity; they are never cast away. The election of God the Father, the continual intercession of God the Son, the daily renewing and sanctifying power of God the Holy Ghost, surround and fence them in like a garden enclosed. Not one bone of Christ's mystical Body shall ever be broken; not one lamb of Christ's flock shall ever be plucked out of His hand. 

11. This is the Church WHICH DOES THE WORK OF CHRIST UPON EARTH. Its members are a little flock, and few in numbers, compared with the children of the world; one or two here, and two or three there – a few in this place and few in that. But these are they who shake the universe; these are they who change the fortunes of kingdoms by their prayers; these are they who are the active workers for spreading the knowledge of pure religion and undefiled; these are the life-blood of a country, the shield, the defence, the stay, and the support of any nation to which they belong. 

12. This is the Church WHICH SHALL BE TRULY GLORIOUS AT THE END. When all earthly glory is passsed away then shall this Church be presented without spot before God the Father's throne. Thrones, principalities, and powers upon earth shall come to nothing; dignities, and offices, and endowments shall all pass away; but the Church of the first-born shall shine as the stars at the last, and be presented with joy before the Father's throne, in the day of Christ's appearing. When the Lord's jewels are made up, and manifestation of the sons of God takes place, Episcopacy, and Presbyterianism, and Congregationalism will not be mentioned; one Church only will be named, and that is the Church of the elect. 

13. Reader, THIS IS THE TRUE CHURCH TO WHICH A MAN MUST BELONG, IF HE WOULD BE SAVED. Till you belong to this, you are nothing better than a lost soul. You may have the form, the husk, the skin, and the shell of religion, but you have not got the substance and the life. Yes, you may have countless outward privileges; you may enjoy great light, and knowledge – but if you do not belong to the Body of Christ, your light and knowledge and privileges will not save your soul. Alas, for the ignorance that prevails on this point! Men fancy if they join this church or that church, and become communicants, and go through certain forms, that all must be right in their souls. It is an utter delusion, it is a gross mistake. All were not Israel who were called Israel, and all are not members of Christ's Body who profess themselves Christian. TAKE NOTICE; you may be a staunch Episcopalian, or Presbyterian, or Independent, or Baptist, or Wesleyan, or Plymouth Brother – and yet not belong to the true Church. And if you do not, it will be better at last if you had never been born. 



ARE YOU BORN AGAIN 
John 3:3
J.C. Ryle
(1816-1900)


This is one of the most important questions in religion. Jesus Christ says, "Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God" — John 3:3. 

Are you born again? It is not enough to reply, "I belong to the church; and I suppose I am." Thousands of nominal Christians have none of the marks and signs of being born again which the Scripture has given us. 

Would you like to know the marks and signs of being born again? Give me your attention, and I will show them to you out of the first epistle of John. 

First of all, John says, "Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin;" and again, "Whosoever is born of God sinneth not." — John 3:9; 5:18. 

A man born again, or regenerate, does not commit sin as a habit. He no longer sins with his heart and will and whole inclination, as an unregenerate man does. There was probably a time when he did not think whether his actions were sinful or not, and never felt grieved after doing evil. There was no quarrel between him and sin; they were friends. Now he hates sin, flees from it, fights against it, counts it his greatest plague, groans under the burden of its presence, mourns when he falls under its influence, and longs to be delivered from it altogether. In one word, sin no longer pleases him, nor is even a matter of indifference; it has become the abominable thing which he hates. He cannot prevent its dwelling within him. If he said he had no sin, there would be no truth in him (1 John 1:8). But he can say that he cordially abhors it, and the great desire of his soul is not to commit sin at all. He cannot prevent bad thoughts arising within him, and short-comings, omissions, and defects appearing, both in his words and actions. He knew, as James says, that "In many things we offend all" (James 3:2). But he can say truly, and as in the sight of God, that things are a daily grief and sorrow to him, and that his whole nature does not consent unto them. 

I place this mark before you. What would the Apostle say about you? Are you born again? 

Secondly, John says, "Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ, is born of God" – 1 John 5:1). 

A man born again, or regenerate, then, believes that Jesus Christ is the only Saviour by whom his soul can be pardoned; that He is the divine person appointed by God the Father for this very purpose, and that beside Him there is no Saviour at all. In himself he sees nothing but unworthiness, but in Christ he sees ground for the fullest confidence, and trusting in Him he believes that his sins are all forgiven. He believes that for the sake of Christ's finished work and death upon the cross, he is reckoned righteous in God's sight, and may look forward to death and judgment without alarm. He may have his fears and doubts. He may sometimes tell you he feels as if he had not faith at all. But ask him whether he will rest his hopes of eternal life on his own goodness, his own amendments, his prayers, his minister, or his church, and see what he will reply. Ask him whether he will give up Christ, and place his confidence in any other way of religion. Depend upon it, he would say that though he does feel weak and bad, he would not give up Christ for all the world. Depend upon it, he would say he found preciousness in Christ, a suitableness to his own soul in Christ, that he found nowhere else, and that he must cling to him. 

I place this mark before you. What would the Apostle say about you? Are you born again?
Thirdly, John says, "Every one that doeth righteousness is born of Him" — 1 John 2:29. 

The man born again, or regenerate, then is, a holy man. He endeavors to live according to God's will, to do the things that please God, to avoid the things that God hates. His aim and desire is to love God with heart and soul and mind and strength, and to love his neighbor as himself. His wish is to be continually looking to Christ as his example as well as his Saviour, and to show himself Christ's friend by doing whatsoever Christ commands. No doubt he is not perfect. None will tell you that sooner than himself. He groans under the burden of indwelling corruption cleaving to him. He finds an evil principle within him constantly warring against Grace, and trying to draw him away from God. But he does not consent to it, though he cannot prevent its presence. In spite of all shortcomings, the average bent and bias of his way is holy—his doings are holy, his tastes holy, and his habits holy. In spite of all this swerving and turning aside, like a ship beating up against a contrary wind, the general course of his life is in one direction—toward God and for God. And though he may sometimes fell so low that he questions whether he is a Christian at all, he will generally be able to say with old John Newton, "I am not what I ought to be, I am not what I want to be. I am not what I hope to be in another world, but still I am not what I once used to be, and by the Grace of God I am what I am." 

I place this mark also before you. What would the Apostle say about you? Are you born again?
Fourthly, John says, "We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren" — I John 3:14. 

A man born again, or regenerate, then, has a special love for all true disciples of Christ. Like his Father in heaven, he loves all men with a great general love, but he has a special love for those who are of one mind with himself. Like his Lord and Saviour, he loves the worst of sinners, and could weep over them; but he has a peculiar love for those who are believers. He is never so much at home as when he is in their company. He is never so happy as when he is among the saints and the excellent of the earth. Others may value learning, or cleverness, or agreeableness, or riches or rank, in the society they choose. The regenerate man values Grace. Those who have most Grace, and are mot like Christ, are those he most loves. He feels that they are members of the same family with himself. He feels that they are his fellow-soldiers, warring against the same enemy. He feels that they are his fellow-travelers, journeying along the same road. He understands them, and they understand him. He and they may be very different in many ways—in rank, in station, in wealth. What matter? They are Jesus Christ's people. They are his Father's sons and daughters. Then he cannot help loving them. 

I place this mark also before you. What would the Apostle say about you? Are you born again? 

Fifthly, John says, "Whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world" —I John 5:4. 

A man born again, or regenerate, does not make the world's opinion his rule of right and wrong. He does not mind going against the stream of the world's way, notions and customs. "What may will say?" is no longer a turning-point with him. He overcomes the love of the world. He finds no pleasure in things which most around him call happiness. He cannot enjoy their enjoyments: they weary him: they appear to him vain, unprofitable, and unworthy of an immortal being. He overcomes the fear of the world. He is content to do many things which all around him think unnecessary, to say the least. They blame him: it does not move him. They ridicule him: he does not give way. He loves the praise of God more than the praise of men. He fears offending Him more than giving offense to man. He has counted the cost. It is a small thing with him no whether he is blamed or praised. He is no longer the servant of fashion and custom. To please the world is quite a secondary consideration with him. His first aim is to please God. 

I place this mark also before you. What would the Apostle say about you? Are you born again?
Sixthly, John says, "He that is begotten of God keepeth himself" — I John 5:18. 

A man born again, or regenerate, is very careful of his own soul. He endeavors not only to keep clear of sin, but also to keep clear of everything which may lead to it. He is careful about the company he keeps. He feels that evil communications corrupt the heart, and that evil is for more catching than good, just as disease is more infectious than health. He is careful about the employment of his time: his chief desire about it is to spend it profitably. He is careful about the friendships he forms: it is not enough for him that people are kind and amiable and good-natured; all this is very well; but will they do good to his soul? He is careful over his own daily habits and behavior: he tries to recollect that his own heart is deceitful, the world full of wickedness, and devil always laboring to do him harm; and, therefore, he would fain be always on his guard. He desires to live like a solider in an enemy's country, to wear his armor continually, and to be prepared for temptation. He finds by experience that his soul is ever among enemies, and he studies to be watchful, humble, prayerful man. 

I place this mark also before you. What would the Apostle say about you? Are you born again?
Such are the six great marks of being born again. Let every one who has gone so far with me, read them over with attention, and lay them to heart. 

I know there is a vast difference in the depth and distinctness of these marks in different people. In some they are faint, dim, feeble, and hardly to be discerned. In others they are bold, sharp, clear, plain, and unmistakable, so that any one may read them. Some of these marks are more visible in some, and others are more visible in others. It seldom happens that all are equally manifest in one and the same soul. All this I am quite ready to allow. 

But still after every allowance, here we find boldly painted six marks of being born of God. Here is an inspired Apostle writing one of the last general epistles to the Church of Christ, telling us that a man born of God, Does not commit sin, Believes that Jesus is the Christ, Does righteousness, Loves the brethren, Overcomes the world, and Keeps himself. I ask the reader to observe all this. 

Now what shall we say to these things? What they can say who hold that regeneration is only an admission to outward church privileges, I am sure I do not know. For myself I say boldly, I can only come to one conclusion. That conclusion is, that only those persons are born again who have these six marks about them; and that all men and women who have not these marks, and not born again. And I firmly believe that this is the conclusion to which the Apostle wished us to come. 

Reader, have you these marks? Are you born again?
COMPASSED WITH INFIRMITY 

J.C. Ryle

(1816-1900)



Many of God's children get on very well so long as they have no trials. They follow Christ very tolerably in the time of fair weather. They fancy they are trusting Him entirely. They flatter themselves they have cast every care on Him. They obtain the reputation of being very good Christians. 

But suddenly some unlooked-for trial assils them. Their property makes itself wings and flies away. Their own health fails. Death comes up into their house. Tribulation or persecution arises because of the Word. And where now is their faith? Where is the strong confidence they thought they had? Where is their peace, their hope, their resignation? Alas, they are sought for and not found. They are weighed in the balances and found wanting. Fear and doubt and distress and anxiety break in upon them like a flood, and they seem at their wits' end. I know that this is a sad description. I only put it to the conscience of every real Christian, WHETHER IT IS NOT CORRECT AND TRUE. 

The plain truth is that there is no literal and absolute perfection among true Christians, so long as they are in the body. The best and brightest of God's saints is but a poor mixed being. Converted, renewed, and sanctified through he be, HE IS STILL COMPASSED WITH INFIRMITY! There is not a just man upon earth that always does good and sins not. In many things we offend all. A man may have true saving faith and yet not have it always close at hand and ready to be used (Eccles. 7:20; James 3:2). 

I beseech every reader of this to remember this. It is a lesson worth attention. The apostles believed in Christ, loved Christ, and gave up all to follow Christ. And yet you see in this storm the apostles were afraid. Learn to be charitable in your judgement of them. Learn to be moderate in your expectations from your own heart. Contend to the death for the truth that no man is a true Christian who is not converted and is not a holy man. But allow that a man be converted, have a new heart, and be a holy man, and yet be liable to infirmity, doubts, and fears.

USELESS KINDS OF RELIGION 
J. C. Ryle



There are two ways by which a man may lose his own soul: 

1. He may lose his soul by living and dying without any religion at all. He may live and die like a beast–prayerless, godless, graceless, faithless. This is a sure way to hell. 

2. He may lose his soul by taking up some useless kind of religion. He may live and die contenting himself with a false Christianity, resting on a baseless hope. This probably is the most common way to hell that there is today. 

Let me tell you what I mean by useless kinds of religion. A religion is entirely useless in which Jesus Christ is not the principle object and does not fill the principal place. There are too many calling themselves Christians who practically know nothing about Christ. Their religion consists in a few vague notions and empty expressions. They trust they are no worse than many others. They keep to their church; they try to do their duty; they do nobody any harm; they hope God will be merciful to them; they trust the Almighty will pardon their sins and take them to heaven when they die. This is about the whole of their religion. I warn you plainly that such religion will never take you to heaven. It may do very well in the eyes of man; it may pass muster very decently at the church meeting, in the place of business, or in the streets. But it will never comfort you; it will never satisfy your conscience; it will never save your soul. Neither will it meet the approval of Almighty God. 

I warn you plainly that all notions and theories about God being merciful apart from Christ and except through Christ are baseless delusions and empty fancies. Such theories are purely an idol of man's invention. They are all of the earth; they never come down from heaven. The God of heaven has sealed and appointed Christ as the only Savior and way of Life; and all who would be saved must be content to be saved by Him, or they will never be saved at all.

FORMALITY 
John Charles Ryle



True religion must never expect to be popular. It will not have the praise of man, but of God. God's truth and scriptural Christianity are never really popular. They never have been. They never will be as long as the world stands. No one can calmly consider what human nature is, as described in the Bible, and reasonably expect anything else. As long as man is what man is, the majority of mankind will always like a religion of form better than a religion of heart. 

Formal religion exactly suits an unenlightened conscience. Some religion a man will have. Atheism and downright infidelity, as a general rule, are never very popular. But a man must have a religion which does not require much, trouble his heart much, interfere with his sins much. Formal Christianity satisfies him. It seems the very thing that he wants. 

Formal religion gratifies the secret self-righteousness of man. We are all of us more or less Pharisees. We all naturally cling to the idea that the way to be saved is to do so many things, go through so many religious observances, and at last we shall get to heaven. Formalism meets us here. It seems to show us a way by which we can make our own peace with God. 

Formal religion pleases the natural indolence of man. It attaches an excessive importance to that which is the easiest part of Christianity-the shell and form. Man likes this. He hates trouble in religion. He wants something which will not meddle with his conscience and inner life. Only leave conscience alone and, like Herod, he will "do many things." Formalism seems to open a wider gate and a more easy way to heaven (Mark 6:20). 

Can anyone deny that a mere outward religion, a religion of downright formality, is the religion which is popular at the present day? Only say your prayers, go to church with tolerable regularity, and receive the Lord's Table occasionally, and the vast majority will set you down as an excellent Christian. To require more of anyone is thought bigotry, illiberality, fanaticism, and enthusiasm.

CHRIST ALONE 

John Charles Ryle



Let us arm ourselves, above all, with clear, sound views of our Lord Jesus Christ, and of the salvation that is in Him.

He is "the image of the invisible God," "the express image of His person," and the true preservative against all idolatry, when truly known. Let us build ourselves deep down on the strong foundation of His finished work upon the cross. Let us settle it firmly in our minds that Christ Jesus has done everything necessary in order to present us without spot before the throne of God, and that simple, child like faith on our part is the only thing required to give us an entire interest in the work of Christ. Let us not doubt that, having this faith, we are completely justified in the sight of God; that we shall never be more justified than we are now if we live to the age of Methuselah and do the works of the Apostle Paul; and that we CAN ADD NOTHING to that complete justification by any acts, deeds, words, performances, fasting, prayers, giving to those in need, attendance on ordinances, nor anything else of our own.

Above all, let us keep up continual communion with the person of the Lord Jesus! Let us abide in Him daily, feed on Him daily, look to Him daily, lean on Him daily, live upon Him daily, draw from His fulness daily. Let us realize this, and the idea of other mediators, other comforters, other intercessors will seem utterly absurd. "What need is there?" we shall reply. "I have Christ, and in Him I have all. What have I to do with idols? I have Jesus in my heart, Jesus in the Bible, and Jesus in heaven; and I want nothing more!" --J. C. Ryle



FOUNDATION STONES OF THE GOSPEL 

John Charles Ryle



We must not be content with a vague general belief that Christ's sufferings on the cross were vicarious. We are intended to see this truth in every part of His passion. We may follow Him through from the bar of Pilate to the minute of His death and see Him at every step as our MIGHTY SUBSTITUTE, our REPRESENTATIVE, our HEAD, and our SURETY, our PROXY-the DIVINE FRIEND who undertook to stand in our stead and, by the priceless merit of His sufferings, to purchase our redemption.

WAS HE SCOURGED? It was "through His stripes we might be healed."
WAS HE CONDEMNED, THOUGH INNOCENT? It was that we might be acquitted, though guilty.
DID HE WEAR A CROWN OF THORNS? It was that we might wear the crown of glory.
WAS HE STRIPPED OF HIS RAINMENT? It was that we might be clothed in everlasting righteousness.
WAS HE MOCKED AND REVILED? It was that we might be honored and blessed.
WAS HE RECKONED A MALEFACTOR AND "NUMBERED AMONG THE TRANSGRESSORS"? It was that we might be reckoned innocent and justified from all sin.
WAS HE DECLARED "UNABLE TO SAVE HIMSELF"? It was that He might be able to save to the uttermost.
DID HE DIE AT LAST THAT MOST PAINFUL AND DISGRACEFUL OF DEATHS? It was that we might live for evermore and be exalted to the highest glory.

Let us ponder these things well. They are worth remembering. The very key to peace is a right apprehension of the VICARIOUS SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST.
DISCERNMENT 
John 10:5
John Charles Ryle



"And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him; for they know not the voice ofstrangers" (John 10:5).

The thing taught in these words is a very curious one and may seem foolishness to the world. There is a spiritual instinct in most true believers which generally enables them to distinguish between true and false teaching. When they hear unsound religious instruction, there is something within them which says, "This is wrong." When they hear the real truth as it is in Jesus, there is something in their hearts which responds, "This is right." The careless man of the world may see no difference whatever between minister and minister, sermon and sermon. The poorest sheep of Christ, as a general rule, will "distinguish things that differs" though he may sometimes be unable to explain why.

Let us beware of despising this spiritual instinct. Whatever a sneering world may please to say, it is one of the peculiar marks of the indwelling of the Holy Ghost. As such, it is especially mentioned by St. John, when he says, "Ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things." Let us rather pray for it daily in order that we may be kept from the influence of false shepherds. To lose all power of distinguishing between bitter and sweet is one of the worst symptoms of bodily disease. To be unable to see any difference between law and gospel, truth and error, Protestantism and Popery, the doctrine of Christ and the doctrine of man is a sure proof that we are yet dead in heart and need conversion. 

